
siderable property and put up one building after another until the present Mackzum
block became a reality.

On the other side of the pike, Mr. Schulhof had established himself in the
grocery business at the comer of Church street after he had disposed of his property
to St. John's cemetery. Along this side of the street was also the first village smithy.

ALBERT STREET, WEST OF ZETTA AVENUE

H. Von Hagel was the owner of this place of business which was located about
where the present Finke shoe store stands. And at the corner where the
Boreson building stands there was a frame house with a well in front of it. Here
was the old oaken bucket and m.any a dry and thirsty wayfarer quenched his thirst
on his way through the village.

Soon after the incorporation of the village, council improved Bertus street.
This was in 1886. Then Orchard street was improved. Since that time street after
street has been opened and improved as the village grew and after the water works
was built, water mains were laid in all these streets. In 1898 the building of
sewers was begun and today every street in the city is properly sewered. Cement
walks were first laid in the early part of its life as a village and today every street
has its beautiful cement walks. In 1914 the building of permanent streets was
begun and this has continued to the present day when every street is a beauty spot.

After the building of the first street there followed the building of Philomena
street now Park place; also Spring street (this was the section of the present
Leonard avenue between Bertus and Orchard) and Leonard avenue. Some of
these streets were only improved part of the way and later, as development continued,
^Jiey were extended. Church street had been partly opened and this was later
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improved to the present Tower avenue. The first section of Tower avenue was made
from Church to Franklin avenue. This street at that time was known as Catherine

street. Later, when Mr. Nurre opened that part of the street from Church to the
present Delmar avenue, it, too, was called Catherine street. When the first new

school house was built on Tower avenue it became necessary to extend this street
to Washington avenue in order to give the children of the lower end of town
an entrance to the new school building. The street had been platted as Howell
avenue and this part was known as such. Some years later another section was
opened from Delmar to Mitchell and they named this end of the same street
Viola avenue. Thus there were three names for one street. To avoid confusion

of names council finally renamed the whole street Tower avenue.

In the eighties the Stephan Kemper farm was subdivided and platted with the
result that Jefferson, Jackson, Washington, McCIelland and Cleveland avenues came
into existence; also Beecher avenue from Jefferson to Ross avenue. This street
later became Greenlee avenue when the other end from Jefferson to Mitchell

avenue was completed. The name was changed at that time because there was a
Beech street in the lower end of the town and these names quite often caused
confusion.

It was during this time when Washington avenue was made that the old pond
was drained and filled up and the street into the present park named Burner

GREENLEE AVENUE, NORTH

avenue. About the year 1908, H. A. Nurre began the opening of his property
above Tower avenue, first with the opening of Sullivan avenue through his orchard.
This was from Mitchell to Franklin and council had it further improved to Ross
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avenue. Later came the improvement of Kemper avenue and some time later the
extension of Greenlee avenue. This latter opening made a cut through the farm.
Some years later, Mr. Nurre sold a portion of his property east of Greenlee avenue
to St. Mary's cemetery and the rest to the Schmitt Realty company. This property
was subdivided and the improvement of Church street east of Greenlee, Rose
Hill avenue, Rose Hill lane and Scenic avenue followed. With the opening of Green
lee avenue Myers Y. Cooper acquired considerable property there and began the
building of homes. Some time previous to the opening of these streets Langley avenue
had been opened by Joseph Schwegman and he built a home at the corner of Mitchell
avenue.

While these improvements were going on in the southern section of the village
the other section, too, had been busy and Clay and Oak streets had been made; also
Bunker Hill avenue, later changed to Broerman avenue, and still later Imwalle
avenue in that same neighborhood. About 1901, Ross and Chester lakes were
drained and these large tracts in the Ross estate reclaimed for manufacturing pur
poses. It was at this time that the present Murray road was made.

GARDEN OF ONE OF THE BEAUTIFUL HOMES OF TODAY

Gone today are the muddy streets and muddier sidewalks of earlier days,

gone are the farmlands and pastures and orchards of the olden times and in their
place we have beautiful well-kept streets, splendid cement walks bordering well-kept
lawns, handsome residences and a great factory section housing some of the
largest industries of their kind in the world. The great changes that have taken
place are best attested by the accompanying views of some of the principal streets of
the city.
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The Pike

The principal street of the city has always been commonly known as the "Pike."

It was the street of the town. Here all the business houses were located and in the

old days there were numerous groceries and more saloons. These latter were far

in the majority previous to the era of prohibition.

The pike at the beginning was a toll road and all had to pay to drive over it.

There were two toll gates, one at Mitchell avenue and the other at Spring Grove

avenue. At these places the toll gate keeper sat at his window waiting for travelers

to come along to pay toll. A long pole raised high in air was hastily dropped to

block the road if the keeper suspected an attempt to pass without paying. At

night when the toll gate keeper retired he lowered this pole so that people using the

road would have to awaken him to pay toll.

These toll gates were abandoned when the roads became county roads. When

the pike was paved with granite about 1904, there was quite a change of grade made

at certain places. At the St. John's cemetery it was moved further eastward and the

whole street from there to Church street was graded down, at some places as much

as three feet. The accompanying picture of Meiner's place on the pike shows the

street as it was before granite was laid with the old watering trough where

the tired horses used to drink and the old hitching post. This place was well-known

in its day and was the meeting place of many of the old villagers where they were

THE OLD WATER TROUGH AND HITCHING POST
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wont to play their favorite game of pinochle. Later, a base ball field was laid out
in the rear of the saloon and the famous Miner Eagles played many an exciting

game there.

At the corner of Lawrence street was located another place that was known not

only in the village, but all over Cincinnati. This was Jefferson hall which has recently
been torn down. It was there that all the funerals stopped after burial services at

the cemetery. In those days it required practically all morning for the funeral
cortege to reach the cemetery and by the end of the services, those attending were
thirsty and hungry. The "hacks" invariably drew up to this place as well as that
next to cemetery and the proprietor was kept busy for a time. For years this place
was owned by V. Eckert, who was known as the "Ice bear." Later, Fidel Bader ran

the place. He was known as "Immer Fidel." A similar place was located next to
the cemetery. It was operated by Dave Lauxterman and afterwards by John Witte.
The old Jefferson hall contained a hall for dancing as well as a garden where folks
could drink to their hearts' content.

Another custom of those days would seem peculiar to the present day generation.

Travel by rail was tiresome and expensive so when a young couple was married, they
celebrated by spending the day in the country. Invariably, after the wedding picture

had been "took", the city folks ordered their "hacks" to take them out Spring Grove

avenue where they usually made the first stop. There after a few dances and some

refreshments they traveled to Mitchell avenue to see the "wonder of the age"—the old

canal running 40 feet above the street. This was the old acqueduct on Mitchell

avenue. Then out the pike they went to Fidel Bader's place, where, during the
months musicians were on hand as well as refreshments, including "Schmier-
kaese and Schnittlauf." Old man Anderson and Yaeger were always ready to
strike up a lively tune. From there the journey continued to Lammer's old place
(now Webber's) in Carthage, thence back to the city, via Reading road where
stops had to be made at either Frank Macke's (now Swiss Garden) Ben Macke's
or Tepe's, below Ross avenue. Of course, there were frequently other stops
in between. Quite often, too, the wedding supper was served at one of these places.
These places also were exceptionally busy on Sundays when people rode out into
the country and visited the cemetery. Often it was hard to find a parking space
for hack, buggy, sulky or barrouche along the pike or adjoining streets.

Other business places on the pike, included a tobacco factory owned by Mr.
Duwel, where a brand of smoking tobacco was made, called "Duwel's Tobacco."
This brand was a most popular one in those days. Later this place was taken over
by George Knapke. This same gentleman later on opened a garden on the old
Schroder homestead property on the pike which was known as "Unter den Linden,"
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where the older men of today spent many enjoyable evenings. For years John
Post, an old resident of the village, operated a cigar store and factory on the pike
where St. Clement's school now stands. John was well known and his cigars were
on sale everywhere.

Across the street were the tailor shop of Mr. Dickhaus, and the grocery of
Mr. Bode. At the corner of Church street, Mr. Schulhof operated a grocery and
as was customary in those days it was more of a general store, with dry goods and
other useful articles prominently in evidence. Next to this was a blacksmith shop.
Later, Charles Overberg started a butcher shop there. Where the barber shop is
now located, Joseph Finke, one of the pioneer residents of the village, had a shoe
repairing place and later opened a shoe store. Farther down the pike near where now
is located the shoe store of Ben Finke, Henry Von Hagel had a blacksmith shop,
and another such useful shop in those days was operated by Mr. Young where the
Strefelt grocery is now located.

Nearby was the grocery and saloon of Mr. Kaufman, one of the oldest
settlers in that section of the village. Later this saloon came into the possession of
Henry Imwalle. Mr. Imwalle was one of St. Bernard's outstanding citizens
and very much interested in the growth of the village. Many improvements,
including the building of the water and light plant, were sponsored by him. His
place was the meeting place of the politicians of that day and many of the village
officials were brought out there. At a still later date Mr. Imwalle entered into the
undertaking business with Charles Busam. Eventually, Mr. Imwalle devoted all his
time to his undertaking establishment and Mr. Busam took charge of the saloon.
It was there that the St. Bernard Aerie of Eagles was founded about twenty-three
years ago.

When Charles Busam, one of the best-known and liked men of his day, ran
the saloon at this corner, It was the scene of many festivities and initiations of the
Eagles. He also laid out a base ball diamond across the street from Bank avenue
extending to the canal. It was on this diamond that the famous Voller Tigers played
their ball games. It was a snappy ball team and one of the best that ever repre
sented the city. Among the old timers who composed that team were such sterling
ball players as Harry Shepman, better known as "Nigger," Joseph Finke, Joseph
Broxterman, H. Finke, Charles Voller, John Voller, H. Vanden Eynden, T. Ryman,
J. Schottelkotte, H. Telintelo, "Spot" Kaelin, J. Gessendorf, A. Kemme, L. Goetke

and many others.

The St. Clement Church team also played its home games on these grounds and
won several pennants there. This team was composed of many of the old Voller
Tigers. This diamond was abandoned when the City Park diamond was laid out.

Another old-time business in this section of the pike was the Sadlery Shop

of R. A. Mackzum, another well known resident of by-gone days. Later this shop
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MACKZUM BLOCK IN 1895

Main and Phillips Avenues

was moved to the comer of Phillips avenue and Mr. Maclczum laid the nucleus of
the Maclczum block, adding stores and dwelling places to this site as occasion de
manded. Mr. Mackzum was also a prominent politician of the Republican faith.
For years he was treasurer of Millcreek township, which at that time included all of
the present Avondale, Clifton, Bond Hill, Elmwood Place and Carthage. He was a
veteran of the Civil war and did much in the building of the village.

MACKZUM BLOCK 1928

Main avenue, South of Washington avenue
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AM lY FLOUR

KREHE'S FEED STORE

In this section of the Pike Frank Krehe ran a saloon and coal yard and feed
store. Mr. Krehe in later years was treasurer of the village and its first city treasurer.
Near the present Hindersman Shoe store, the first Post Office was established
and Stephen Kemper was the first postmaster. This old building was also the office
of the township trustees and later council met there.

At the corner of Ross avenue, Charles Schildmeyer formerly operated a grocery
and saloon. It was taken over by Joseph Gersen and later by John Walterman.
At this place the famous White Rat Fishing Club had its beginning.

JOSEPH GERSEN'S PLACE
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The Canal

For years the canal played an important part in the village's affairs. It was for
all these years until its abandonment, the main freight artery between Cincinnati and
Northern Ohio. Along its course packet boats passed daily, bound for Hamilton,
Dayton and other points en route, as far as Toledo. These boats, laden with
merchandise of all sorts were drawn by three mules driven tandem along the tow
path in charge of a driver. On the boat itself were the captain and pilot who
steered the boat on its course. On boats making the longer trips, when they traveled
day and night, there were two crews, each working six hours and on the boat were
provided stables for the mules and sleeping quarters for the men. The men's meals
were also prepared and eaten on these boats, so that there was no interruption to
business.

The above picture was taken many years ago. The boat was the H. H. Lippel-
man, named after the parent of the Lippelman boys now connected with the
Ubiko Milling company. This is a scene near the old Union Distilling company,
Carthage, showing the boat loaded with ice on its way to Cincinnati. It shows
the old low path with the mules drawing the boat along.

In those days it took a boat a week to make a trip to Dayton and back, this
included the time for reloading the boat. One of our prominent citizens, Joseph
Kuntzler, made this trip many times, working upon these canal boats for many years

in his early youth. Our present mayor, George C. Boehm, spent many happy hours
of his boyhood days on these canal greyhounds, hauling ice and sand from St.
Bernard to the city. A trip from St. Bernard to the city took approximately two
and one-half hours while to Lockland it usually required four hours.

Along the route of the canal were many bridges at street intersections, some
high enough so that boats could pass underneath. At other places there were
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swinging bridges and when these were neared the bridge tenders would swing the
bridges aside. One of these swinging bridges was in operation for years at the
intersection of Murray road and the canal.

CANAL AND TOW PATH AT MURRAY ROAD

In the early days the ice industry was one of the great industries of our city.
In the extreme northern part of the village large lakes known as Ross lake, Chester
lake and Broxterman's basin were located. Along these lakes many ice houses were
built and it was here during the winter months that ice was cut and stored until the
summer months when it was taken to Cincinnati by canal boat. Also much sand
was hauled to the city in this way as there were many sand banks in this northern
section.

Frank Broxterman who was treasurer of the village for a considerable
period, was probably one of the first to start in the ice business in this section of the
country. He came to St. Bernard with his father in 1865 and began business
about that time. During the hot summer months he was always busy hauling the
ice that had been stored during the winter months to Cincinnati. In those days the
people of St. Bernard especially those in the lower section of the town did not have
to buy ice, for every time the boats came along the men on board would throw off
enough ice to supply their fellow neighbors. This business developed into the
business of the present Ice Delivery company which still has an ice manufacturing
plant on Murray road.

In the fall and spring \\4ien there was no ice delivery to Cincinnati, Mr.
Broxterman and his father ran the boats to Cincinnati to be stocked up with
merchandise such as clothes, shirts, shoes and the like. This merchandise would then
be taken through the state and sold at various points enroute to Toledo. On their
way up the owners would contract for all the cord wood they could carry and on their
return voyage would load up their boats with this wood and bring it back to Cincin
nati where it was sold to the butchers and bakers who used it extensively. They
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At the opposite corner of Ross avenue was another blacksmith shop and on the
other side of the pike where the Brook's Department store is now located, was the
Notions and Dry Goods store of Mr. Straub, the first of its kind in the village.
Next door to the present Vanden Eynden store was the drug store operated for
many years by Albert Bochmer. Mr. Vanden Eynden, who was generally known as
"Hundred and One" opened a tailor shop at the present location about 35 years

ago and later opened the first haberdashery for men. Morris Vanden Eynden was
a prominent fisherman. He had a legion of friends, but they were at a loss as to
how to pronounce his name. One of his Irish friends came to the rescue and nick
named him "Hundred and One."

Farther along on the pike at Ross lake was the summer hotel of Mr. Holtgreve,

where there were bowling alleys and other amusements. On the other side where

the yards of the Big Four railroad are now located was the old Buckeye race track
where many fast horses raced. This provided many thrills for the men of those

days who were interested in the sport of kings.

MAIN AVENUE, NORTH OF WASHINGTON AVENUE

At Clark's crossing there was another saloon and boarding house, used ex

tensively by the railroads of that section. In the lowlands nearby, the Mummert

boys, the Schroders, Finkes and their pals played some good base ball. This place

was owned by John Clark and later run by his son Ed Clark. Dan Finke was also

owner of this place at one time.
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WEST SIDE OF MAIN AVENUE, NORTH OF WASHINGTON AVENUE

Another beautiful spot on the pike was the home of Mr. Duebel located at the
corner of Starchtown road. This house which is still standing on Bank avenue and
which was later the home of Charles Schildmeyer, stood far back from the pike
and was approached through a beautiful garden and orchard.

Since those early days great changes have taken place. Finer and larger houses
have replaced the old-time frame structures and larger and better stores have followed
in the wake. Better stores and of a greater variety have been opened so that today
one need not spend weary shopping hours in the city as the enterprising merchants
can fill every need. Still the memories of by-gone days are pleasant ones and the
disappearance of some of the old landmarks leaves many heavy hearts.

:i: 'ê

An amusing sign that caused many a grin on account of its rhyme, appeared

years ago on the grocery and saloon of Mr. Katzenstein at Carthage pike and Law
rence street. In German it read as follows: "Lager Beer und Cataba Wein" "Bei
T. H. Katzenstein".

*

Owners of the places adjacent to the two cemeteries, were always on the alert
for business. With free drinks and lunch they rewarded the drivers of rigs for bring
ing patrons to their doors.

At one place the dancing pavilion for wedding parties was located in the
open and chickens roamed over it at will. But when a wedding party was seen
approaching, all hands grabbed brooms, "shooed" off the chickens and swept so that
the door would be spick and span for the wedding dance.
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Ross Lake, Chester Lake, Broxterman's Basin

In the northern part of the village where now the various factories have made
their homes, were the great lakes well remembered by the older residents. To the
north of Murray road where the Werk Soap plant is now located Chester lake spread
out as far as the canal. To the south of Murray roard and extending as far
as the American Agricultural property was Ross lake. Broxterman's basin was on
the other side of the canal in Bond Hill.

This latter had been a sand pit and when the canal broke the water flowed into
this hole. It was very deep and very dangerous for swimming and came into use as

T

AT THE SCHUETZENFEST IN 1898

a place for turning canal boats. About 100 acres were covered by water in the
Ross and Chester lake basins and Broxterman's basin was about as large as either
of them. These lakes were well stocked with flsh and were the mecca of many
fishermen. In season numerous jacksnipe and wild duck could be found on the
lakes and in the marshes which surrounded them.

Ross lake was well adapted for sailing and pleasure boats and it boasted a hotel
where people came to spend their vacations or pleasant Sundays. This section with
an entrance from Carthage pike near where now the General Box plant is located
was also known as the "Schuetzenbuckel" and was the scene of many a festivity,
none more picturesque than the annual "Schuetzenfest" held by the "Plattdeutchen
Vogel Sheiten Gesellskup." This organization was made up of old-time Germans
who kept up some of the customs of the fatherland. Once a year they met and
erected high upon a pole a large wooden bird at which the members of the organiza
tion would shoot. There were prizes for shooting off the wings, and other parts
of the bird and the man who finally succeeded in shooting the crown off the bird was
proclaimed "king." In the winter the big "Koenigs Ball" at the town hall was a
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succeeding event at which the king selected his "queen" and the couple after being
formally crowned would rule the society during the coming year.

The accompanying picture shows a scene at one of the "Schuetzenfests" in the
latter nineties.

In later years the Cincinnati Gun Club had its headquarters where the Kosse,
Shoe and Schleyer industry is now located. Many fancy scores were hung up there
by those experts with the gun.

^  jjc *

Starchtown road, or as it was more commonly known in those days, "Slop
street" was one of the busiest streets in the village. Starchtown road which is now
Bank avenue led off from the pike to the old starchworks which produced a slop feed
that was generally used by dairymen and farmers for feeding stock. A chicken feed
produced there was also much in demand. This slop feed was conveyed from the
plant by means of covered boxes or barrels on top of the wagons. The "Milk Heines"
came early in the morning each hoping to be the first, to avoid long waits. Some
times these wagons stood in line all night on the street. The drivers would usually
adjourn to one of the neighboring saloons to pass the time and often, being absorbed
in other things, failed to make the early start. There was a continuous stream of
wagons all day, not only along Slop street but also along the pike.

*  ̂ H:

Did the boys and girls of those days have fun? Most assuredly they did.
Any old-timer will hastily and heartily answer "yes." In summer there was plent)
of fishing, bathing and swimming, not only in the canal but also in Ross and Chester
lakes, Broxterman's basin and the large pond that extended over the present Wash
ington avenue from where the Eagles home stands far into the present city park
property. In those days there were plenty of fish in the canal and the water was
clean, unlike the canal water of later years. It was great fun, too, to watch the canal
boats go by, but sometimes the ears of the spectators were assailed with unadulterated
profanity when the boats perchance became snagged and the mules had a hard time
pulling out.

In the woods, now Rose Hill, there was an abundance of wild flowers, paw
paws, hickory nuts, walnuts and what-not to be gathered. In the summer months
the boys liked to pester the good brothers who had a vineyard, an apple and a pear
orchard. They enjoyed "swiping" grapes, apples and pears, not so much for the
fruit as for the adventure of having the brothers get after them. Many of the
older boys of today remember this thrilling sport and many recall the times they
did not evade the brothers who wielded efficient paddles.

And another pleasure—the children's picnics held first in Ludlow Grove and
later at Falke's place, which was situated in the rear of the Wess homestead on
George street, now Delmar avenue.

For the older brothers and sisters there were those lovely lovers' lanes and
shady bowers, the dances at the town hall, at Fidel Bader's, "Unter den Linden" or
at Imwalle's; there were the basket picnics, fishing camps and outings of the Voller
Tigers, White Caps, the "Down and Outers" or one of the other many pleasure
and social clubs as well as the "Schuetzenfest and the Koenigsball" of the Platt-
deutchen. Yes, and the buggy rides, which offered unsurpassed pleasure, the "Nick
elodeon," where the love-smitten took his "sweetie" and the old medicine shows.

Truly, there was plenty of fun and sport in "the good old days"!
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built up quite a business in this manner. In 1870, Chris Boehm, father of the
present mayor, came to St. Bernard and being a relative of Mr. Broxterman, joined
him in these canal-boat enterprises. They later engaged extensively in the sand
business.

I

Here is shown the old St. Louis at her landing place in Cincinnati on Canal*
near Walnut street. On the forepart of the boat just above the open shutters,
stands Joseph Knutzler, welLknown St. Bernardian, who is now in the real estate
business. Mr. Knutzler, for many years worked along the canal and we are
indebted to him for many of the stories as well as the pictures of the old canal.
The St. Louis hauled freight between Cincinnati and Dayton, requiring about
5 days for a round trip. The company that operated these boats had 16 boats
running on the canal, some from Cincinnati to Dayton and others from Dayton
to Toledo. They had been in this business for 66 years.

During the great railroad strike when the railroads were practically tied up,
the Procter & Gamble company was seriously handicapped in shipping soap and
the officials were forced to use the canal as a means of transportation. They loaded
their products upon the canal boats at Clay street and via the canal it was sent to
Cincinnati, thence to eastern and southern centers. Along the canal, near the B.
& O. bridge over the canal, there was a loading platform and warehouse. It was
here that much freight was transferred to the railroad from the canal boats.

Business on the canal was profitable during these early years and there was
great activity along its course. Whenever a boat passed beneath the bridge at
Carthage pike and Ross avenue the villagers invariably watched with wonder and
amazement. The old canal was also "the ol' swimmin' hole" in the summer and
in the winter months, when frozen over, it afforded excellent skating. Many lads and
lassies of those days prided themselves upon the fact that they had skated to Cin
cinnati and back. During the summer months, too, there were many boats and
pleasure launches on the canal and many good times were enjoyed in rowing to
one of the many lakes in the northern part of the village where there was always
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plenty of amusement. These pleasure tours often extended as far as the Country
club at Carthage, which at the present time is well-known as Castle Farm.

In the year 1900, the railroads attempted to take over the canal and the first
step was the installation of the "electric mule." Rails were laid along the canal
and it was proposed to pull the boats by a small motor car. But this scheme died
"a-borning" and the old mules on the tow paths never were replaced. The old canal
rapidly fell into disuse, although sand was still hauled for some twelve years longer.
Cincinnati later leased the canal from the state for Rapid Transit purposes.

1

This is ihe old J. C. Richardson, which for many years plied the canal. The
picture was taken on the last trip of Mr. Kuntzler, who is shown standing on the
forepart of the deck. The picture shows the old canal bridge on Walnut street.
The building at the corner where the old Banner Brewing company was located
has been transformed into the present Emery auditorium. At the left can be seen
the tracks of the electric mule, evidence that the photo was taken in the later days
of the canal. At the right are piled some of the kegs of the old brew that made
Cincinnati famous.

When the canal was in its prime many gay parties rode on its placid waters on
Sundays. Families down town would pack their lunch baskets and hie to the
canal bank where they would board a boat for the lakes surrounding St. Bernard or
further out to Lockland. It was lots of fun to make these trips and many Sunday
School classes also enjoyed them. It might have been slow traveling compared to our
present speedy days, but it was great sport for every one except the mules in the good
old days.

*  * *

Today when lad and lassie are joined in the holy bonds of wedlock an
extended wedding tour is the accustomed thing. Fast trains, fast boats on the lakes,
a trip to Niagara Falls or a motor tour are necessary to make the young folks happy.
We wonder how the present day bride and groom would enjoy a honeymoon trip
aboard a canal boat to Celina, O., and return. This is how one of our older resi
dents celebrated when he married.
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Early Transportation

We wonder how many still remember the old "Marietta Rail Road". This road
was used by the many commuters who had their business in Cincinnati and today
this road is called the B. & O. R. R. There was but a single track in those days and
the toot of the engine at Bond Hill warned one that he had to hurry to catch that
train. This was practically the only method of rapid transit in those days, but even
this was slowed up at times. Near where the Jarecki Chemical plant now stands
there were two large hills on each side of the track and with every hard rain the
mud washed over the cracks and everbody had to get busy to help the old Marietta
get through.

There was another mode of transportation to town which was used by those who
had more time. This was the Bus Service owned and operated by John Hare.
It was the type of the old bus often seen in picture books. Four horses drew the
vehicle which could accommodate about thirty people. This bus did not have a
regular scheduled time or route. The rat-tat-a-tat on Hare's horn, was a signal
that he was ready to start. Sometimes he would go to town over Carthage pike
and sometimes via Avondale, just as his fancy dictated.

First Automobile

Very few people know that one of the first automobiles was built in St. Bernard.
The picture shows W. G. Wagenhals, general manager of the Cincinnati In
cline Plane Railway company with a "flivver" built by himself at the old car barns
at St. Bernard. This machine was designed and entirely built here about the year
1890. Quite different from the present day car.

II

ST. BERNARD'S FIRST AUTOMOBILE
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Early Street Cars
Here is how the street car, model of 1899, looked. The first cars had no heaters

and on cold days there were old carpets and hay on the floors to keep your feet warm.
In the first cars the motormen had no protection, the front being entirely open and
without wind shields.

The car of 1899 was an improved type, although even then there was very little
heat in the car. The motorman, however, was a little better protected as the front
and right side were covered with glass. The left side,.however, was open. In order
to keep their feet warm in the cold weather the motormen wore wooden shoes, as is
seen in the above picture.

The young lad on the top of the car is none other than our fellow citizen, John
Schweitzer. "Johnny" is one of the oldest employes of the traction company with
which he is still employed. He was one of the most enthusiastic volunteer firemen of
his day, and slept with his boots near his bed, so that he could jump into them when
ever the old fire alarm sounded. He never missed a fire and was always one of the
earliest on the scene. Schweitzer resides on Ludlow avenue and is today a member of
the civil service commission.

St. Bernard's street car service dates back to the year 1889 when the Cincinnati
incline plane company first asked council to grant the use of the streets for the
laying of rails. This was granted and the work completed in 1891 when the first
street car was run through the village. The first terminus of the line was Church
street. Later the line was extended to the car barns which had been built on Car
thage pike on the site where the Ubiko Milling company is now located. Still
later the power house and barns were removed to their present location in Hartwell.

The opening of the new street car line was a gala event and when the first street
car in charge of Phillip Path, who was a resident of the village, was run to its
terminus in Church street there was a big celebration with fireworks and a dance at
Fidel Bader's hall.
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Soldiers' and Sailors' Memorial
When the call to arms was sounded for this country to enter the world war the

young men of our city enthusiastically joined the armed forces of the United
States. Many enlisted in the army and others in the navy. As each squad left they
were given a rousing send-off.

The men and women left behind were loyal in their efforts to see that the boys
were well cared for and the citizens subscribed liberally to the various war loans.
Each quota assigned was over-subscribed.

ST. BERNARD SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' MEMORIAL

Some of these boys remained in the camps in this country, some sailed the
seas in Uncle Sam's navy and many others were in the thick of the fighting. The
great majority of our boys returned after experiences at home and abroad, but
there were others who made the supreme sacrifice.

When the war was ended and the flush of victory gone the city bethought itself
of these valliant heroes who had given their lives and a memorial was planned to
commemorate the deeds of our heroic dead. A committee was formed for this
purpose and it started to work with a will. Yet after the first enthusiasm had sub
sided and with the country settling back into the old ways, interest waned and it
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was not until 1922 that renewed efforts were made to bring this project to a success
ful end. Mrs. H. Strohmenger headed a committee composed of Charles Schweg-
man, George Rakel, B. Rathjen, Leo Broclcman, C. Mottern, H. Kathman, C. Dunn,
Jos. A Kramer, Jos. Ellert and Mrs. H. Kathman, Mrs. Gibson, Miss L. Cain, Miss

%

DEDICATION SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' MEMORIAL

Alice Wuest, Mrs. C. Mottern, Mrs. H. Herbig, Mrs. Catherine Reclcers, Mrs. J.
Kaelin, Miss J. Caruthers and Mrs. Carson and after many trials and much hard
labor the members succeeded in raising enough money to erect a suitable memorial.
On July 4, 1925, the memorial now standing at the junction of Main and
Washington avenues, was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies. The accompanying
picture shows the crowd gathered for this occasion when A. E. Anderson was
the principal speaker. The names of those inscribed on the memorial as having made
the supreme sacrifice are: Edward S. Dumler, John H. Richter, Carl C. Thoete,
Elmer J. Ellert, Stanley L. Masters, Charles O. Stover, Fred Kalkenbrenner and
Ambrose Simpson.

Fourth of July Celebrations
St. Bernard has always taken great pride in celebrating the nation's natal day

and each Fourth of July is a day of festivity at the city park under direction of a
Fourth of July committee, representing the various fraternal organizations of the
city. These celebrations were begun shortly after the park was opened under aus
pices of the old St. Bernard Boosters Club. Frank J. Schmidlin was the head of this
organization and for the past 15 years has had a prominent part in the celebrations.
For six years he served as chairman of the committee and during the last four years
has ably held the office of treasurer.

These occasions, featured by parades, oratory, band concerts, base ball contests
and amusements of all kinds, dancing and brilliant displays of fire works, are
made possible by the cooperation of the many fraternal organizations and the
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generosity of merchants and manufacturers. Many memorable events have been
jointly celebrated on this day, among them the homecoming of the boys from
the world war and the dedication of the Soldiers' and Sailors' memorial. These

FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE

events become greater and larger as each year's celebration surpasses the pre
ceding one and are witnessed by thousands of people, including countless visitors
from surrounding cities and villages.

Building and Loan Associations
St. Bernard is, in truth, a city of home-owners. It's people are thrifty and

saving and great credit for this condition justly goes to the building and loan
associations of the community.

There are four such associations in our city and each has helped materially
the homeowner in his desire to build and own his own home. The associations are
strong and substantial and have weathered the storms of years.

The St. Bernard Loan and Building association has been in existence since
1883. It first met at Imwalle's place, later moved across the street and recently
purchased the old bank building which was vacated when the Citizens Bank moved
into new quarters. The Progressive Loan and Building association was organized
in 1894 and met for a number of years at Witte's place, next to the cemetery. In
recent years it has erected a home of its own on Main avenue, opposite the St.
Clement school. The Town Hall Savings and Loan company was organized
about ten years ago and had its quarters for a while at Meyer's place at Main and
Phillips avenues. A few years ago it moved to its present quarters in the old
Mackzum block. The Lenox Building Association is an organization formed by
employees of the Procter dC Gamble company to enable them to borrow money
to erect their own homes. It has its headquarters at the service building of the
Procter & Gamble company.
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Churches of St. Bernard

St. Bernard has ever been a community of religious people. From the earliest
days, religion has been an integral part of the every day life of the city.

The story of the churches of St. Bernard is linked inseparably with the history
of the city. Over seventy-five years ago when the hamlet was composed of less than
a score of homes, the founders began to make provision for a resident pastor to
attend to their spiritual needs. Their efforts marked the beginning of the St.
Clement parish.

In the succeeding years, the foundations of the present Wilson Memorial Pres
byterian church and the Immanuel Reformed church were laid and through the
years that followed the churches kept pace with the growth and development of the
city.

St. Clement Church

In the latter part of the forties the few families which then constituted St.
Bernard assembled in the old Schroder homestead on Carthage pike each Sunday
for Mass and sermons delivered by the Franciscan Fathers who had come from
Tyrol, Germany, to assume charge of St. John the Baptist parish in Cincinnati.
It was not long, however, before plans for the first church were made. At the
earnest soliciation of the founders, the Franciscan Fathers agreed to undertake the
formation of a parish in St. Bernard. The founders offered the Friars a suitable
piece of property together with the sum of eight hundred dollars. On August 16,
1850, the deed to the property was drawn up and signed by Joseph and Agnes Kline
and John Bernard and Catherine Schroder.
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FIRST ST. CLEMENT CHURCH, ERECTED IN 1851
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Rev. Anselm Koch, O. F. M. was appointed to organize the parish and he became
the first resident pastor. Toward the close of 1851 the first church of the city, a two
story frame was ready for occupancy. On the first floor provision was made for
the priest's residence and a school room, while the second floor served as a church.
This frame building was intended merely as a temporary arrangement.

Soon preparations were under way for the second church. The building, it
was decided, should be of brick and of Roman architecture. The church was

duly constructed and placed under the patronage of St. Clement of Rome, Pope and
Martyr.

St. Bernard continued to develop very rapidly. New families moved in, new
streets were formed and new homes erected. With the consequent increase in the
membership of the parish the necessity of a new and more spacious church pre
sented itself. During the pastorate of Rev. Juvenal Eiberger, O. F. M. work was
begun on the third church and in 1872 it was completed and solemnly dedicated.
Gothic in architecture, it was fittingly crowned with a tower 180 feet in height. The
new church was 130 feet long and 52 feet wide and at the time seemed large enough
to care for the needs of the parish for many years.

SECOND ST. CLEMENT CHURCH
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By 1897, St. Bernard had reached the proportions of a thriving city and once
again the church was found to be too small to accommodate the worshippers. Accord
ingly, under the direction of Rev. Gabriel Lipps O. F. M. the third church was en
larged by the building of a transept, which was 84 feet long and 52 feet wide. At
the same time the sanctuary was enlarged, thus increasing the length of the church
to 188 feet. These additions gave the church a seating capacity of twelve hundred.
A beautiful marble flooring was laid in the aisles and in the sanctuary. A new com
munion rail was purchased and the high altar was made to harmonize better with

ST. CLEMENT CHURCH
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the Gothic architecture of the church through the addition of numerous wood carved
turrets and pinnacles. Beautiful new artistic windows, sixteen in number, were next
obtained.

Beneath the sanctuary and the transept of the church, a large chapel was built.
It contained five altars and was able to accommodate four hundred people. The
chapel was dedicated to the Mother of Sorrows.

A picturesque grotto, a close representation of the famous grotto of Lourdes,
France, was likewise constructed below the nave of the church. It was solemnly dedi
cated on February II, 1900. On October 21, 1900, the parish celebrated its Golden
Jubilee.

Following the Golden Jubilee, Rev. Benedict Haupt, O. F. M. was appointed
to succeed Father Gabriel. He in turn was succeeded in the summer of 1909 by
Rev. Leander Schell, O. F. M. Under the direction of these devout leaders, the
parish continued to grow and prosper.

Ill
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MONASTERY OF ST. CLEMENT CHURCH

As a result of failing health, Father Leander was relieved of his arduous pastor
ate in 1918 and was succeeded by Rev. Solanus Schaefer, O. F. M. The latter's
successful pastorate extended to 1920 when Rev. Basil Henze, O. F. M., the present
pastor, and Rev. Juvenal Berens, O. F. M., the present assistant pastor, took over
the reins.

Undoubtedly, the last eight years have bc'Sn the most fruitful in the entire
history of the parish. It has seen the completion of the new parochial school, the new
high schools and the accomplishment of scores of spiritual endeavors. In 1925 a most
notable event, the Diamond Jubilee, was held.

A novel feature of the steeple is the lighting of the clock at night, making it
always visible. This lighted clock was installed during the past year.
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