
In 1889 the first night police were appointed. They were D. Finke and W.
Case. In August, 1889, Mayor Mosby, of Cincinnati, sent a letter to council to
ascertain St. Bernard's view on the question of annexation. Council was very
much opposed to such a move and voted 4 "no" and one "aye". In this same year
Charles Hettrich was appointed first janitor of the town hall.

In 1891 the first cement walks were laid around the town hall. Two years
later the territory occupied by the Procter Si Gamble company, known as ' Ivorydale,
became part of St. Bernard. The chief reason for annexation of this territory was
the fact that the Procter Si Gamble company was desirous of closing that end of Ross
avenue to Spring Grove avenue in order to build thereon and the vacation of this
street was one of the considerations for annexation.

In 1894 the agitation for the water and light plant was begun and a favorable
vote of the people resulted. In 1895 new hose reels were purchased for the fire
companies and the volunteer department placed in charge of a fire marshal or chief.
The first fire alarm system was installed and in this same year an ordinance was
passed prohibiting bicycle riding on sidewalks.

In 1897 the first system of house numbering was established and in 1901 the
City & Suburban Telephone company was allowed to erect poles in the village for
telephone service. The first sewers of the city were built and a gas ordinance was
passed in 1903.

In 1906 the first ordinance to regulate automobile and motor vehicle traffic was
passed. It allowed these "speed wagons" to be driven at a rate not exceeding 6 miles
an hour. Later in the year this ordinance was amended and the maximum rate of
speed fixed at 10 miles an hour. In 1907 the Cincinnati Gas SC Electric company
was given permission to supply natural gas for heat, light and power, and the
telephone company allowed to install underground conduits.

Three years later the first parks and playgrounds were installed as was also the
first paid fire department. In 1911 annexation again was proposed and council decid
ed to allow the people to vote on the question. The vote at the subsequent election
was about three to one against annexation and since that time here has been no
further concerted attempt to annex St. Bernard to the larger city. In 1911
the first cement curbs and gutters were authorized. These were followed in succeeding
years by continuous street and sidewalk improvements. While at the present time
some of those improvements seem crude they were then the best to be obtained and
the foundation for the splendidly improved city which we have today. Too much
thanks can not be given to the "village dads" who worked throughout the history of
St. Bernard.

During the years of villagehood many able citizens were members of this body.
Among them were: W. Bode, E. Manthey, Sr., H. Kattenkamp, J. Doescher, Charles
Hettrick, R. Kemper, H. Imwalle, William Schulhof, F. Broerman, J. M. Kaufman,
J. Post, Peter Daley, Charles King, George Dahling, A. Riehle, H. A. Wess, Christ
Boehm, Charles Mayer, Charles Shildmeyer, Harry Feldman, H. A. Nurre, H.
Kuhlman, C. Burkhardt, H. Nailor, B. Neteler, H. Holthaus, L. Schulte, Jessie
Meyers, Peter Jacobs, R. A. Mackzum, Herman J. Witte, Fred Meiners, H. Keller-
man, John Heilker, Harry Storch, Aug. Schroeder, H. Mersch, George Meiners,
Peter Young, A. G. Kemme, Jos. J. Kuntzler, Charles J. Vanden Eynden, George
Frede, Phil Dobert, C. Bambeck, L. Esselman, R. J. Coates and Charles Busam.
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EDW. KATHMAN
President of Council,

pro tern.

City Council

Since 1912 when city government became a realty, council
has been a legislative body exclusively. This body has con
sisted of the vice-mayor as president of council, three council-
men-at-large and one councilman from each of the four
wards. The first council elected under city government con
sisted of Joseph A. Kramer, president of council; Councilmeri
Peter Daley, Ernst Manthey, Anthony Young, John McEneny,
Joseph Vanden Eynden, August Meyer and Frank Schmidlin.
Leo Broerman was the clerk.

Others who have served as vice-mayor are: John R, Quane, Peter W. Young,
John L. Gessendorf, A. G. Pohlkamp and Harry Kronlage. Clerks of the board
were George W. Rothfus, William Rolf, J. A. Wilkens and Joseph H. Pohlkamp,
Members of council were: Al. Moermond, Frank Michel, Ernst Manthey, Jr., Wil
liam Schrand, Charles Schwegman, August Gohman, P. Steuer, F. Schwab, Michael
Meyer, Frank Mayborg, Al Von Hagel, Joseph Kramer, Joseph Humphrey, Joseph
A. Ennis, Ernst Recker, Mrs. E. Reckers, R. Kellar, George Kamp, Joseph Ellert
and Amanda Hartjens, The personnel of the present board is H. Kronlage, presi
dent of council; Edward Kathman, Mrs. Catherine Overman and Louis Walker,
council-at-large; George Huber, first ward; John Henke, second ward; George
Koch, third ward and Frank Karle, fourth ward. Joseph Pohlkamp is clerk.

CITY COUNCIL IN SESSION
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Water Works and Electric Light Plant
In order to get water during the early life of the village, it was necessary to

build cisterns and catch the rain water. This was done by attaching the down spouts
from the roofs of buildings to the cisterns from which the water was drawn as
needed. There were no handy faucets in homes to bring hot or cold water as
now and bath tubs were unheard of.

In case of a serious fire, the shortage of water presented a great handicap.
Cisterns at street intersections were kept well-filled, but often this supply was ex
hausted before the fire was extinguished. This happened when the volunteers were

WATER WORKS AND ELECTRIC PLANT

called to a fire at Schwartz's residence at Carthage pike and Wuest avenue. It
was a stubborn blaze; the water soon gave out and it was hard to find water else
where. This incident gave rise to agitation for a water works.

Council was appealed to, but when the members were told by Consulting
Engineer George Horning, prominent mechanical and civil engineer, that the cost
would be approximately ^85,000, there were great misgivings, for in those days
^85,000 was considered an enormous amount of money. In the early part of
1894, however, the members of the village council definitely decided to place the
matter before the people. The step was determined upon only after the most
serious deliberation and many thought the proposal would never become a reality.
A special election was called for February 24, 1894, for the issuance of ̂ 85,000
bonds for the erection of a water works and electric light plant. Previously, the
people had depended for their light either upon candles or oil lamps. The village
streets had oil lamps which lighted the thoroughfares poorly, and it was mainly for
street lighting that the electric light plant was first proposed.
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The election was held and when the polls closed and the ballots had been
counted, it was found that 447 votes had been cast; of these, 419 votes were in favor
of the issue and only 28 against it. When the result was announced the villagers
"went wild" and a celebration such as has had few equals was staged. Not a man
could be found who would acknowledge himself as one of the 28 who had cast
a ballot against the welfare and progress of the village.

ST. BERNARD'S WATER TOWER

Mayor Schulhof at once appointed Henry Imwalle, John Larkin and Herman
J. Witte as trustees of the water works and electric light plant, and they started
to work at once. The bonds were sold at a splendid premium and the actual work of
construction begun in April of the same year. The trustees purchased property on
Oak street, where wells were driven that furnished an adequate supply of water
and the necessary pumping equipment and electric motors and boilers installed.
At the same time a piece of property was purchased at Tower and Franklin avenues,
where the present water tower was erected for adequate pressure. This tower is
built on a masonry foundation which extends six feet below the surface and eleven
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WATER WORKS DEDICATION IN 1895

Waiting for the parade at Ross and Sullivan avenues

feet above the surface. The stand pipe itself is twenty feet in diameter and 115
feet high, making the total height from the ground 126 feet. The tower has a
capacity of 270,000 gallons of water. It is a land mark of the city and is crowned
with a cluster of electric lights at all times.

Water mains were laid in the streets and fire plugs installed; electric lines were
distributed and arc lights erected to replace the old oil lights. The plant was
finished December 30, 1894, and on New Year's eve the new arc lights were

ST. BERNARD FISHING CLUB
Ready to Parade at the Dedication of Water and Light Plant in 1895
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burning for the first time, ushering in the new year of 1895 in an effulgence of bril
liancy and opening an era of progress which has made St. Bernard the hrst city
in the Millcreelc valley. The formal dedication of the plant took place in May
of that year with a great parade in which all organizations and the people took
part, and a celebration at the water tower with much oratory and a splendid dis
play of fireworks.

This plant has become one of the principal assets of the city. For years it
furnished water to the residents and although in the past year the city has pur
chased water from Cincinnati, still the equipment has been kept in good shape. The
electric light plant, too, has kept step with the march of progress and although

ONE OF THE WELLS AT THE PLANT

originally designed chiefly to take care of street lighting, it has been improved
from time to time so that today there are few St. Bernard homes to which electricity
is not furnished.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES EXAMINING NEW WELL

Board of Trustees

Water Works and Electric Light Plant

Henry Imwalle, John Larkin and Herman J. Witce were the first trustees
appointed to do the work of building this plant but at the next election, held in 1895,
Mr. Imwalle was the only one of the three elected for another term. E. Manthey,
Sr., and Charles Mayer were also chosen.

The first clerk of the board was Theodore Beckman. Until the village became
a city, this board had exclusive charge of the plant. It maintained its office at the
plant on Oak street and all bills were paid and collected there.

Others who have served on that board at various times include Henry
Schultz, Henry Boehmer, Ed. Wolling, George Schmitt, Wm. Case, John Schweitzer,
Wm. Pirron, Rudolph Hettrich, John Walterman and W. Path. The clerks of the
board were: George Schroder, Edward Straub and William Voller.

In the olden days before the erection of the water and light plant, it was
necessary to conserve water. Along the pike there were many pumps but at the
residences the water had to be caught from the roofs and led off into cisterns. In
those days bath tubs were unheard of and hot and cold water at the faucet un
dreamed of. A bath was taken in the wash tub the water heated on the coal, or
perhaps gasoline or oil stove. There was no gas. Lighting in the homes was
done by candle or the old oil lamp. Every house, too, had one or more lanterns and
when the residents traveled to the pike at night they took along the lanterns, to light
the way.

Telephones were a curiosity. In fact, when the first telephone was installed
in the town hall, it was placed in a room which was kept locked and even if there
had been a call the police would have been unable to answer it because they had
no keys to enter this room.
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Service Department

When the village became a city in 1912, many changes were necessary to
conform with state laws for cities. Among other things, the service department
was inaugurated and it became one of the leading departments of the city. To
it was intrusted the improvement and maintenance of the streets, sidewalks and the
sewerage system, ash and garbage collection, supervision and maintenance of the
parks and playgrounds, and complete charge of the water and light plant as well
as plumbing and building inspection. While the duties of the department were
many and varied, they have always been discharged most conscientiously by the men
in charge. In fact, it has become a department of real service to the people.

Service Directors

The first director of the department in 1912 was Henry Shultz. He was
followed in turn by William Rolf, Henry Von Wahlde, William Rolf, H. Vanden
Eynden, Leo Broerman, Joseph Broxterman and Edward Gahan. At the present
time, John Walterman is the efficient head of the department and is making good
in full measure.

Service Clerk

When the department was first organized, the office was established at the
city hall and the clerk of the service director was placed in charge of the office.
He had under his care all the records of the various sub-departments and was also
clerk of the water and light plant. The first clerk was William Voller, who
previously had been clerk of the Water and Light trustees. He was succeeded
by H. Vanden Eynden, J. Rossa, M. Gill, Ben Brickweg, Elder Kloeb and Allen
McEneny, who has brought to this office its present efficiency.

Water and Light Clerks
It has been necessary in the past few years to

add to the personnel of the department, owing to
the very large increase of customers of both the
water and light plants. The first assistant clerk
was Miss Marie Neteler, who was succeeded by
Miss Cora Schweitzer. Miss Laura Kemme and

Miss Madge Lykins have charge of the books of
the water andi light plants at the present time.
Both are efficient in their work and most accom

modating to the customers.

MISS LAURA
KEMME

MISS MADGE
LYKINS

City Engineers
When the city was expanding and it was necessary to construct new streets

and extend sewers, an engineer was required and Henry Nunlist was the first
employed in that capacity. He was followed in 1912 by James J. Branson. Most
of the present day improvements in streets and sewer extension may be traced
to the work of these men, although in the earlier days of the village, Dan Hos-
brook and James Stewart had much to do with the laying out of the streets. This
department is fully equipped with plats and drawings of all streets and sewers of
the city.
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AUGUST MEYER

Building and Plumbing Inspector

Building and Plumbing
Inspector

With the birth of the city in 1912,
there was a general shake-up of several
departments to conform with the laws for
cities, and as a result, a building and
plumbing inspector was appointed. In
1914, the first building code was adopted.

The first to act as building and plumbing
inspector was John Walterman. He was
succeeded by Clinton Kratz and Aug.
Gohmann. The present building inspector
is August Meyer, well-known carpenter
and builder.

City Hall

Since 1912 all city offices have been maintained at the city hall and the
well-kept appearance of the building has been a source of wonderment to those
having occasion to visit the place. For this spic-and-span condition Mrs. Rose
Boehmer, janitress, and her able assistant, Mrs. Ann Boehmer, are responsible.
Mrs. Boehmer has been janitress of the city hall since 1912.

EMPLOYEES WATER AND LIGHT PLANT, 1928
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Water and Light Plant

When the water and light plant was first built, there was little demand for
electricity. There were no electric irons, washers, radios or the many other con
trivances now in daily use, and it was only necessary to run the plant 12 hours a
day from 6 P. M. to 6 A. M.

Today the department works on three 8-hour shifts, each in charge of an
engineer. The following is the personnel of the water and light plant: Chief
Engineer, A. J. Batchelor; Assistant Engineers, William Conneighton and John
Moore; Oiler, F. Geiser; Firemen, William Richter, J. Rathjen and George Coffin;
Laborers, J. Huebner and J. Laddy.

Water Tapping and Meter Repairs

The duty of tapping mains as well as the repairing and reading of water
meters is taken care of by Herb Meiners, Len Tieman and John Walterman, Jr.
They have a workshop in the basement of the city hall.

I

SERVICE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES AND EQUIPMENT
IN FRONT OF CITY HALL

Electric Light Linemen

The outside work of the light department, maintenance of lines, making of new
connections and testing of electric meters and meter reading is in charge of Jerry
Ambecg, head lineman; William Rasfeld, assistant lineman; William Nitzel and
J. Buckley, laborers.
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Parks and Playgrounds

To the men constantly employed during the season, the beautiful appearance
of our parks and playgrounds can be attributed. Ed Schroder, Elmer Bauer, J.
Nolan, Jos. Brickweg and J. Huber have charge of this work.

Incinerator

For many years the disposition of garbage was a most perplexing question
to city authorities. For years the garbage was hauled to the ctiy dumps, but this
proved unsatisfactory owing to the number of rats attracted and the occasion of
many dump £res. After many complaints, the present administration decided to
build an incinerator. Property was acquired at the end of Oak street and an
incinerator built.

W,A k «»■

INCINERATOR PLANT
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DUMPING GARBAGE INTO INCINERATOR

The garbage and ashes are placed in separate containers by the housewives
and taken away separately by the collectors. Ashes free from garbage are dumped
in various holes and are now eagerly sought after. The garbage is taken to the in
cinerator and dumped into the hot furnaces where it is soon destroyed. There
is no odor or smell arising form this operation and not once has there been any
complaint. It has made our city a cleaner and healthier city. Garbage incinerations
are made four days each week, on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
Eugene Moorman is in charge of the incinerator.

FURNACE UNIT—FOR INCINERATION OF GARBAGE
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Street Repair and Sewer Department

This department has charge of the street repair work, filling ruts and holes
as they appear, oiling of streets and maintenance of the sewerage system. The
excellent appearance of our streets speaks well for the efficiency of this department.
Leo Brockman is the head of this department and those assisting him are: C. Johns
and J. Williams.

SSSSSSJS
HI

HAULING GARBAGE TO INCINERATOR

Ash and Garbage Collection

Ash and garbage collections are made twice each week in each section of
the city, on Mondays and Thursdays in the upper section and on Tuesdays and
Fridays in the lower section. Ashes free from garbage are carted to various holes
to be filled up, while the garbage is taken to the incinerator to be burned. Two
trucks are used in hauling this refuse. This department also has charge of the
street cleaning. Louis Gessendorf is foreman of this department and the laborers
are: John Gessendorf, S. Schilling, Ben Schrenker, J. Huffner, T. Murphy, H.
Edwards and Jos. Woerman.

Municipal Garage

One of the new projects of the present administration which will soon be a
reality, will be the new municipal garage. This new building will be built on
Oak street and plans and specifications have been prepared. Erection will be begun in
the near future.

It will house nine machines belonging to the service and water and light depart
ments and will also have a large workshop where all repairs can be made.
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FUTURE CITIZENS OF ST. BERNARD

For these, the future citizens, has St. Bernard provided the most modern and
completely equipped playgrounds.

Parks and Playgrounds

A. G. Kemme, R. G. Coates, George Meiners, Louis Esselman, C. F. Bam-
beclc and P. W. Young laid the foundations of the park and playground system in
our community. As members of the council, they interested themselves in this great
enterprise and after deep and serious consideration brought to a successful finish
the first playground which was built at Bertus and Park place. This lot was graded
and sodded and walks laid. A wading pool was built as was also a comfort station
and the necessary apparatus was installed. It was a great playground for the children
then as it is today.

Shortly after, options for the pastureland lying along Church street were
obtained from Mrs. Elizabeth Schroder and also from Mr. Moorman who had a
truck garden on the site opposite the city hall. The old house still standing in the
park and now used for storage of tools, was the home of Mr. Moorman. The old
hole in the ground through which ran a creek leading the water below Church
street was soon transformed into the beauty spot which it is today. It was sewered
and a baseball diamond, one of the best in this vicinity, band stand and comfort
station were built. A few years ago the Fourth of July committee built a cement
dancing pavilion, which is used for community dances in the open.

The city park is the recreation spot for the citizens of our city and many have
been the exciting games of ball staged on its diamonds. At the present time the
amateur commission is sending out its best teams to compete here. For the past
fifteen years the annual Fourth of July celebrations have been held here and year
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BERTUS STREET PLAYGROUNDS

after year they have been growing larger and better. Many other events of the
citizens and various churches are also held each year at this park.

After the establishment of the playground at Bertus and Park place the
residents of the lower end of the city clamored for a playground, with the result that
a plot of ground was purchased on Andrew street. There a wading pool and
comfort station was built and apparatus installed much to the delight of the

CITY PARK AS IT LOOKED IN 1910
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CITY PARK TODAY—VIEWED FROM THE NORTH

kiddies in that section of the city. Apparatus was also installed on the ground in
rear of the water tower and a playground established for the youngsters there.

Some few years ago the property at the corner of Washington and Tower
avenue was purchased for park purposes and during the present administration
tennis courts have been built. These courts have been a great source of enthusiasm
to the lovers of tennis and the grounds are in constant use.

ANDREW STREET PLAYGROUNDS
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MUNICIPAL TENNIS COURTS

With these parks and playgrounds, the breathing spots for the people and the
children, we believe St. Bernard is better equipped to build strong healthy bodies
than any city of its size in the entire state.

s

Before it was used for park purposes the present city park was a pasture owned by
Mrs. Elis Schroder. At the Church street side there was a large culvert which
drained the water from a creek on the other side of the street to the creek which
ran through the pasture. The picture above shows a view of the pasture at the
creek before it became a city park.
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Board of Control

The Board of Control is composed of
the mayor, service director and safety
director. They pass upon all contracts let
by either department of the city. The
present board consists of George C.
Boehm, John Walterman and Frank
Schwab. The clerk of the board is Fred

Schneider.

FRED SCHNEIDER

Clerk of Board of Control

Civil Service Commission

Since 1919 all city employees have served under civil service laws. Miss
Agnes Vandenberg has been the efficient clerk of this board during all these years.
The board is at present composed of John Schweitzer, Thomas Peters and Joseph
Humphries. Others who have served on this board are Charles Young, Harry
Barker, Henry Kathman, AI Kemme and Jos. Kuhl.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF ST. BERNARD
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Board of Health
The first board of health was appointed in 1888. Before that time council

looked after the health of the village. The members of the first board of health
were: William Stevenson, Henry Imwalle, B. W. Barrows, H. J. Witte, H. A.
Wess and Henry Meyer.

4

BOARD OF HEALTH

The health regulations of the city are made by this board, which also appoints
the health officer. Among those who have served in this capacity were: Drs.
Howard, Puhlskamp, Wayble, Thiel and Topie. During the past five years the
work of the board has been enlarged and a health nurse employed. Annual
inspections of the schools, both public and parochial are made.

The following is the personnel of the board at the present time: Chairman,
George C. Boehm; Clerk, George Schroder; Anthony Young, Clem Rittmeyer,
August Simon, William Lauxterman and C. Mottern. Dr. George C. Bishop is
health officer and William Neteler sanitary officer. Miss Mary .A. Callahan is the
present health nurse.

Community Chest Committee
During the war days the various drives for Liberty Loans, Red Cross and

other agencies were always brought to successful conclusions. Never once did the
citizens falter and every drive was over-subscribed. This idea of going over the top
became so inherent, that when, after the war, the community chest was organized
in Cincinnati, St. Bernard became a member contributing its quota and going
over the top in every drive. The mayors have been the captains of the local team,
which belonged to Team 1-2.

In 1922 it was decided best to take care of the needy in our own city by a
committee of our own people and as a consequence the local community chest
committee was organized, with the mayor as chairman. This committee investigates
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COMMUNITY CHEST COMMITTEE

all cases of the worthy poor and relieves distress. It has done much to give quick
aid to the deserving by caring for their wants with moneys given the board from the
chest. The members of this committee are Mrs. H. Herbig, Mrs. H. Strohmenger,
Mrs. Snider, Miss Elizabeth Nurre and Cliff Dunn. The clerk of the board is Fred
Schneider.

Sinking Fund Commissioners
Until a few years ago, provision was never made to pay bond issues when they

became due. True, the village paid the interest on the bonds each year, but when

BOARD OF SINKING FUND TRUSTEES
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the bonds themselves became due they would be paid if there was money enough,
and if not, the bonds were refunded. Several years ago, however, the laws were
changed and it became necessary to lay aside each year a certain amount of money
so that there would be enough on hand when the. bonds became due.

It was necessary, therefore, to appoint a board of sinking fund commissioners,
to receive this money from taxation, and in.turn invest it in the best possible
manner. The board at present is composed of Fred Steingrube, Walter Kemper,
Jos. Kuntzler and Carl Schmidt. Frank J. Schwab is clerk of the board. These
same men are also sinking fund trustees for the school board bond issues. Jos.
Borntraeger is clerk of that board.

Railroads

Three great railway systems operate trains through the city, the B. & O. R. R.,
main division, the B. & O., Toledo division, (formerly the old C. H. & D. R. R.)
and the C. C. C. & St. L. R. R. (Big Four.) All three of these operate passenger
trains and transport freight.

The Big Four has extensive yards to the west of Main avenue where a freight
depot is located. The B. & O. maintains large yards in the extreme western part of the
city and operates its railroad shops there. A freight and passenger station of the
main division of the B. & O. is located on Main avenue. The Norfolk and Western

is also engaged in the hauling of freight within the factory district.

Rapid Transit

St. Bernard is within easy reach of Cincinnati as well as the many suburban
villages that surround it. The Millcreek valley lines of the Cincinnati Traction
run through our city on Main avenue, en route to Lockland and Glendale and the
Avondale lines border it on the south along Mitchell avenue, giving easy access
to Avondale or Cumminsville and the west end section. City Transit busses pass
through regularly and form speedy connection with Bond Hill, Norwood and
Oakley. Another bus line enables residents to reach Reading.

The canal which was formerly much used for transportation purposes has
been abandoned through the city to make way for the rapid transit lines. If
these are completed, they will link our city even closer to Cincinnati and suburban
neighbors.

*  *

A. E. Burckhardt, who was the original owner of the starch works, was greatly
interested in bird life and it is said that on one of his trips to the old country he
was greatly impressed by the English sparrow. Believing they would be a great ac
quisition toward ridding trees of worms and other insects he brought several home.
They multiplied so rapidly that in a short time they became pests rather than assets.

*  * *

At what is now Clay street near the old Boehm homestead, was formerly lo
cated the canal exchange stables. There tired teams were changed for fresh teams
to pull the boats further along. Some boats carried an extra team on board and
changes were made at intervals of six hours.
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Public Buildings

Every municipal district needs a place where its business can be transacted

and in 1878 it became apparent to the officials of the new-born village that such
a meeting place was necessary. The first property for this purpose was purchased
on Carthage pike near Lawrence street, on the site of the present Mersch wall paper

store. A one story structure, which looked more like a barn was used as the first

town hall. Kere was housed the Washington No. 1 pumper, and here the volunteer
firemen congregated. Here also was the first village lock up and here, too, the mayor
held his court. Council, however, did not meet here. But the village grew rapidly
and larger official quarters were needed. It followed that in 1889 bonds in the sum

of ̂ 15,000 were issued for the purpose of erecting a new town hall.

The site chosen was at the corner of Carthage pike and Baker avenue and the

present city hall was erected. The erection was begun in August, 1889, and it was

ST. BERNARD'S CITY HALL

completed in April, 1890, council holding its first meeting there in May, 1890.

The building was a pretentious one for those days. Besides the council chamber,

it provided quarters for the mayor and other officials, a room for the police, a jail
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and quarters for the volunteer fire department together with the Washington No. 1

pumper and later the hose reel for Company No. 1 and the hook and ladder

company with its ladder wagon.

There was also a spacious hall on the second floor, which was extensively used

for theatricals, dances and town meetings. It was the first home of the picture

show run by Schrand and Vanden Eynden which was known as the "Nickleodeon."

Many a momentus question concerning the village's welfare was discussed at

this hall during the early life of the village and council was thus guided by the wish

of the people. All tickets for elections were placed in nomination there by the

villagers. At that time there were no Democrats or Republicans in village elections.

First one party of villagers would place a ticket in nomination and then if it did not

suit the fancy of others, another ticket would be placed in the field and "let the best

man win."

In 1909, agitation was begun for a paid fire department and in order to be

prepared to meet this emergency, the town hall was enlarged and the rear section

added. This made room for the fire department which was installed a year later,

and the improvement also provided rooms for the janitor. The hall was enlarged,

making it the finest dance hall in this section of the county. Previous to this time

the janitor did not have quarters at the town hall.

Since 1912, when the "town hall" became the "city hall," it has been extensively

used at all times. Council still meets there and it contains the official offices of the

mayor, service and safety directors, the auditor, city solicitor and building inspector.

The building also retains the old jail and police room and in addition an office for the

chief. The old room, where formerly the volunteers met and where their apparatus

was stored, has since become the police garage for the police emergency, Fords and

motorcycle.

The new paid fire department which was inaugurated in 1910 occupied the rear
annex until 1921, when it was moved to its present spacious quarters at Main and
Clay streets.

The old dance hall at the city hall will recall to memory many good times
of the old days. Here were held all the dances, among them the "Koenigsball" of
the "Plattdeutchen Vogelsheiten Gesellskup," where the successful kings and queens
were crowned. The dances of the many social clubs, including the "White Caps,"
"VoIIer Tigers," "White Rats" and many others, were enjoyed here and will be long
remembered.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT BUILDING
Main Avenue and Ciay Street

Fire Department Building
After the establishment of a paid fire department in 1910, it soon became

apparent that with the growth of the city during that period it would be necessary
to increase the department and that the quarters at the city hall were becoming too
small. Accordingly, in 1920, bonds were issued to the amount of ^80,000 to
build a new fire department headquarters.

RECREATION ROOM
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After much search for a proper location, it was decided to build at the corner
of Main and Clay streets, and the property of Mr. Wess, father of Mayor Wess,
was purchased. The work of erection was begun without delay, the new head
quarters being ready for occupancy in 1921. The company already had two pumpers
and a new ladder truck was installed.

The new building is the last word in fire houses and is well-equipped. The

r
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SLEEPING QUARTERS

apparatus is housed on the first floor and on the second floor are the rest room for
the members and their sleeping quarters. There are also baths and showers on this
floor. In the basement there is plenty of room to clean the hose which is hung up
in a tower in the rear of the building for drying. The fire department headquarters
is one of the show places of the city and is a good demonstration of St. Bernard's
progressiveness.

sK * *

An idea of the property values in 1878 can be obtained from the fact that coun
cil passed an ordinance to buy the fire company's lot for use of the village for
^600. This was the lot where the Mersch wall paper store is now located. Figure
what the lot would cost today.

In 1888 council desired to buy some additional frontage there and the price

asked was ̂ 50 per foot. When council did buy property for the new town hall,
110 feet at Baker and Carthage pike cost ̂ 2100, or less that ^20 a foot.
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Development of Streets
When St. Bernard was incorporated in 1878 there were very few streets. There

was the pike, of course, which was a toll road with toll gates at Mitchell avenue and
at Spring Grove avenue. Mitchell avenue had not been built as yet, being laid out
several years afterwards.

After J. B. Schroder had subdivided the property he had purchased, he
built a home on Carthage pike. Here the first church services were held in 1850,
and about this same time St. John's cemetery was purchased. This had formerly
been a truck garden and was owned at the time by Mr. Schulhof, father of a later
mayor of the village. Later, the several children of J. B. Schroder built their
homes. Lawrence Schroder built on Carthage pike, which home was afterwards
sold to the Attemeyers and later became the Herman J. Witte homestead. This
property has recently changed hands and the site will be used for the new Roger
Bacon High school. Still later, Lawrence Schroder built another home on Bertus
street. The property was sold about a year ago as a site for the new Lady of the
Angels High school for girls. Another son, Richard, acquired the tract of land
on Church street, where his homestead still stands, built about 67 years ago.

inimii

LEONARD AVENUE IN 1895
Before the day of paved thoroughfares

A part of what is now the city park along Church street also belonged to him.
Another son, Bertus, built the home at the south east corner of Carthage pike and
Bertus street.

The first development grew around the cemetery and church. Some streets
had been built east of the pike such as Lawrence, Leo and Martin, all named after
the children of Mr. Schroder. So, also, was the street in the rear of the church,
which was know as Philomena street. This name was later changed to Park
place. Church street had also been partly laid out to afford an entrance to the
Richard Schroder property.
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In the lower end of town, Ross avenue had already been established, and there
was Slop street or Starchtown road, which ran from Carthage pike to the old
starch works. This was later changed to Bank avenue. Railroad avenue had been
platted when Ludlow Grove was subdivided. This was practically the layout of

TOWER AND DELMAR AVENUES

the streets when the village of St. Bernard was incorporated. The rest of the
present city was practically all farm land or dairy sites.

At the present site of the Eagles hall, embracing that whole corner and crossing
the present Washington avenue into what is now the school house property and
running back into the city park, was a large pond where the canal boats were turned.
This place was a splendid swimming hole during the summer months, and there
skating was enjoyed in the winter months. A lane ran along the side of this pond
to the home of Mr. Rott, the second mayor of the village. This was a beautiful
piece of property with pine trees standing along the pathway, leading to the house
on the hill. There was an apple orchard on the one side and a pear orchard on the
other. This original building is still standing, although an addition was built to it
some years later, when the Franciscan Brothers bought the property to house their
membership. They also bought some property to the south from Richard Schroder
and planted a vineyard, where many of the older boys of today, youngsters then,
delighted to annoy the good brothers by stealing the grapes as they ripened. Later
this property was sold to Joseph Lohmann and still later, part of it was acquired
for the new school house on Tower avenue.

Herman H. Nurre, father of Henry A. Nurre, well-known to the citizens
of our city, owned the property to the east on Church street and for years before
this property was opened there was a gate on Church street at about the place where
Burner avenue now meets Church street. Later when Tower avenue was opened this
gate was moved further back to Sullivan avenue until it finally disappeared in the
progressive march of the city. Mr. Nurre and his son used this property as a farm.
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There was also an orchard and to the north, B. Schoenhoft ran a dairy. This prop
erty extended back into the woods and included all that part known as Rose Hill
avenue and East Church street, as far as the Hinsch property.

To the north of the Nurre property from the canal eastward was the farmland
of Stephen Kemper and to the north of this a dairy owned by Ruben Kemper. This
property was sold to the cemetery association and became the present beautiful St.
Mary's cemetery. Across Ross avenue was the property acquired by Frank Brox-
terman and the Babb's property. In this northern section were also located the
famous Ross and Chester lakes and Broxterman's basin.

Opposite the present St. Mary's cemetery and running back to the old Mari
etta railroad were large hills including what was known as Bunker Hill. Con
siderable of this property came into the hands of Fred Broerman who built his
own home on this site. Along the pike near Starchtown road, Frank Kaufman
acquired a lot of land where he built his home and established himself in the
grocery business. Also along the pike just opposite the church, Mr. Sanning,
then prominent in the planing business, built his own home which is still standing
today. It is now the Eckert property. Next to this was another magnificent home

SULLIVAN AVENUE, NORTH FROM MITCHELL AVENUE

built by the Attemeyers. This building, too, is still standing and is now the home
of Henry Shaeper. Next to this, on the property now owned by Mrs. Boehm
on Carthage pike, was the first barber shop of the village.

It was located in an old frame building built over one hundred years ago.
This building is still standing on the old lot, but years ago was moved back to
allow the building of a brick residence to its front. It is probably one of the oldest
buildings in our city. Below this where the city hall now stands and running
back to the canal was the old Phillips pasture.

After the building of the Town hall. Baker avenue was built. Later Phillips
avenue was cut through. It was here that Rudolph Mackzum acquired con-
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