
Immanuel Reformed Church

The Immanuel Reformed church sprang from the English Sabbath school which
was also the beginning of the Wilson Memorial Presbyterian church. When the
congregation of this Sabbath school vyas divided in 1883, it was done at the earnest
solicitation of Rev. John Heckman, of Mt. Auburn, who realized that services and
sermons in the German language would be much more satisfactory to many whose
knowledge of English was limited.

In July, 1885, Rev. A. Seyring, D. D., became the first regular pastor of the
congregation and in the same year the congregation was received as a member of the
Reformed Church in the United States. Arrangements were at once begun for
the erection of a church home.
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FIRST IMMANUEL REFORMED CHURCH
Erected in 1888

The cornerstone for its first house of worship on Clay street was laid April 15,
1888, and the church was dedicated on July I, of the same year, free of debt. Plans
for the erection of a parsonage were abandoned when a similar congregation was
organized at Elmwood Place, thereby greatly reducing the number of members. In
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the year 1911, an addition to the rear of the church was erected for Sunday School
purposes.

For thirty-three years Dr. Seyring served the church faithfully, strenuously and
well, guiding it to a strong and prosperous position. Then came his resignation and
on November 10, 1918, he preached his farewell sermon. His leaving was a sorrow
ful occasion for the members who had grown to love and revere him so deeply through
the long years of his service.

As his successor came Rev. H. P. Ley, the present pastor, who answered the call
from Sheboygan, Wis. He took up his work on May 11, 1919, and has proved
a worthy successor to the first pastor. In July, 1919, the congregation purchased
a beau'iful brick bungalow at 4236 Bertus street, as a parsonage.

Need for a new location shortly became imperative, for the location, it was
felt, was ill suited to serve the community. In July, 1920, the congregation sold the
parsonage property on Bertus street at a profit and purchased the present property
at Tower and Jefferson avenues at a little more than ^7,000. The purchase in
cluded the site 125x141 feet, a garage and the present parsonage.

This done, the congregation decided almost unanimously to observe the fortieth
anniversary and to proceed with the making of plans and gathering of funds for
a new church and Sunday school building. The fortieth anniversary was fittingly
observed on June 24-27, 1923, and in the fall of that same year the basei. ent of the

NEW IMMANUEL REFORMED CHURCH

Erected in 1923

new church was poured. On May 11, 1924, the cornerstone was ceremoniously laid
and on November 9, 1924, the building was dedicated.

The new church is of Tudor-Gothic design and has a seating capacity of 650
persons. It is a truly beautiful edifice, both interior and exterior, and is fully and
modernly equipped. Since the time of its erection, the congregation with all its
various organizations has put on new strength and is working with new enthusiasm
and consecration for the kingdom of Christ and for the good of the community.
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Wilson Memorial Presbyterian Church

Fifty-eight years ago, in the spring of 1870, a Sabbath school was organized in
St. Bernard by a group of young ladies, members of the Kaylor, Kemper, Long and
Huffman families. Meetings were held in a little hall over a saloon at the corner of
Ross avenue and Carthage pike.

These meetings were the beginning of the Wilson Memorial Presbyterian church.
In the same year the Ross Avenue school was completed and in September the

quarters of the Sabbath school were moved to one of the rooms of this building.
Theopholus Wilson, of Avondale, after whom the Presbyterian church was later

FIRST WILSON MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Erected in 1882

named, became identified with the Sabbath School in March 1874, and under the
direction of this able and tireless worker, the little group grew and prospered. Then
came the passage of a law in 1882 which prohibited the holding of religious services
in public schools.
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Mr. Wilson and his co-workers were, perforce, compelled to seek new quarters
and their efforts were rewarded when Stephen Kemper presented the congregation
with a lot on Walnut Hills. This lot was sold and with the proceeds a location on
Clay street was purchased.

In February of 1882, the officers and teachers decided to become an incorporated
body and the name of the corporation chosen was "The Presbyterian Society of
Ludlow Grove". The first board of trustees was composed of Theopholus Wilson,
president; Henry Huffman, vice president; B. W. Barrows, secretary, and Josiah
Kaylor, treasurer.

At a cost of ̂ 1649.85, this money secured by subscription, the first Presbyterian
chapel was built on the newly acquired property. A large portion of the money
was secured from the German settlers and as an expression of gratitude, Mr. Wilson
permitted the use of the chapel for German services. As soon as the Germans were
organized, a contract was drawn up which allowed them the use of the chapel in the
forenoon while the English services were conducted in the afternoon.

WILSON MEMORIAL CHURCH, ERECTED IN 1910
Destroyed by Fire January 1, 1928

It was in May, 1889, that Mr. Wilson and Theodore Nieman went before the
Presbytery and asked to be organized into a church body. The request was granted.
The membership at that time numbered eighteen.

In April, 1905, the trustees were given full power to purchase a suitable site and
arrange for the erection of a new church. Four lots were accordingly purchased on the
northwest corner of Sullivan and McClelland avenues at a cost of ̂ 800. Construc-
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tion of the new building was begun in due time and on Christmas Day, 1910, the
church and Sabbath School members marched in a body to the new home.

Following the dedication, the membership began to increase rapidly and the
growth has continued until at the present time the congregation numbers more than
four hundred.

On the first day of the present year a great misfortune occurred. At 2 p. m.
while the temperature stood at three degrees below zero, the church building caught
fire and was completely destroyed. Valiant efforts were made to check the flames but

NEW WILSON MEMORIAL CHURCH IN COURSE OF ERECTION

with the handicap of the bitterly cold weather the efforts were unavailing. Un
daunted by the tragedy, the trustees met a few days later and formulated plans for
the immediate construction of a new edifice. The foundation of this new building
has already been poured and when completed it will undoubtedly be a monument to
the courage and determination of the members and a wonderful spiritual asset to
the city of St. Bernard.

During the time when the old toll gates were in operation, the keepers of these
gates were always alert in collecting the toll and woe betide any who tried to escape.
Yet the keepers had their generous moments. Travelers who approached the gates
on Sundays en route to church were allowed to pass without charge, provided a
prayer book could be displayed. If the highways were toll roads today more auto-
ists would undoubtedly carry prayerbooks.
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Cemeteries

Sc. Bernard is the home of two "cities of the dead." They are St. John's, or
the "Old Cemetery" and St. Mary's or "New Cemetery." St. John's is located in the
southern part of the city, along Main avenue and extends to the old Miami and
Erie canal. It was acquired for this purpose about the year 1850. Previous to
that time it had been a garden.

About 50 years ago this cemetery was fast beginning to fill and the property
of Ruben Kemper on Ross avenue was purchased for the new St. Mary's cemetery.

BEAUTIFUL ST. MARY'S CEMETERY

This is located on East Ross avenue and has been enlarged in recent years by the
purchase of more property, so that today it extends to Church street. It is a
most beautiful spot, well-shaded and well adapted as a last resting place.

>;: *

St. Bernard, lying high and dry, has never been bothered to any great extent by
high waters, but it did experience a flood in 1913 when Hamilton and Dayton were
nearly wiped out. At that time the Millcreek became a raging stream and soon
left its banks, inundating Spring Grove avenue as far as Beech street and a great
part of the Procter Si Gamble plant was flooded.

Farther along at the end of June street where the Emery Candle company plant
was located it also reached high level. On the present site of the office of this plant
there were a number of small houses known as "Rat Row". The police tried to get
these people to move early in the evening, but they refused to leave, believing them
selves safe. Later they were forced to vacate and the families were taken to the
town hall for the night. On this night, too, a fatality occurred. When rescuers
were taking some persons from Kimball's Boarding house, the boat became over
crowded and capsized. All escaped but one who was drowned. The flood began to
recede the next day, but it did considerable damage.
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Public Schools

The public school system which today is the pride of every true and loyal resi
dent of St. Bernard dates back to the year 1869, even before the incorporation of the

village, when school district No. 4 was

established. The first classes were held in

private rooms in the neighborhood of Car
thage pike and Ross avenue.
A few years later the first school, the

present school in the rear of the Ross
avenue building was erected. It had four
rooms. In the year 1888 the front end of

this building was built and at that rime

it rated as one of the best in this vicinity.
It became crowded, and the board decided

to erect another building to accommodate
the fast growing upper section of the town.
In 1900 the first new building was built
on Tower avenue.

It was there that the first kindergarten,
manual training and domestic science

classes were instituted. It was there, too, that the first high school course of two years
was opened. A few years later, additional facilities again being needed, an addition

W. S. CADMAN

First Principal of St. Bernard Public
Schools

ROSS AVENUE SCHOOL

The Rear Building Was the First Public School; Front Addition Erected in 1888
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TOWER AVENUE SCHOOL

Front School Built in 1900. Rear Addition Built Later

was built to the rear of this building. It contained four class rooms and a large audi
torium and gymnasium. Next came the need for a full course accredited high
school and again there was need of more room and the board accordingly acquired
all property to Washington avenue on Tower avenue and erected the present beauti
ful high school building.

ST. BERNARD HIGH SCHOOL
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Out public school system ranks with the best in the state and is beautifully
situated. Among the many prominent principals who have had charge of the
school during these many years of its usefulness were W. S. Cadman, who later was
principal of the Norwood schools, U. L. Monce, now in the Cincinnati schools, J.
L. Trisler, for years head of the Hartwell schools and the present very efficient prin
cipal, F. L. Reynolds. Among the men who have served on that board with credit
during a number of these years were H. Barker, Joseph Finke, Isaac B. Noe, H. L.

F. L. REYNOLDS

Under the direction of the present principal, the public school system of St.
Bernard has developed to a point of excellncy which is a source of pride to
every citizen. Mr. Reynolds is a school man and an executive of great ability.

Katenkamp, John Larkin, William Schulhof, Henry Meyer, J. Powers, H. Kemp,
Ernst Manthey, Jr., Charles J. Lohmann, William Pirron, Edward Lawy er, Charles
Schwegman, Charles Vanden Eynden, Joseph Kuntzler, C. Bambeck, Thomas
Peters, Edward Meiners, John Ahlendorf, Henry Behrle, Jr., and others. The
present board consists of Henry Mersch, A1 Leeker, Irwin Paulson, Elmer Heger
and Louis Oser.

At the present time bonds have been issued for the building of a new gymnasium,
which will perfect the present school buildings. The work promises to give to St.
Bernard one of the finest equipped gymnasiums in this county.
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Parochial Schools

St. Clement School

This school of which the faithful of St. Clement Church are extremely proud
had its beginning when the parish was established in 1850. As soon as the first
resident pastor, Rev. Anselm Koch, came he established the first school, using his
own apartments as classrooms. Soon after, however, a more spacious building was
erected in the rear of the church at the present corner of Church street and Park
place.

In 1877 a new school was erected on Carthage pike for the teaching of the three

1

ST. CLEMENT SCHOOL, ERECTED IN 1877

Rs. Later this building became too small and another building was erected in
the rear on Park place.

Both of these schools gave way to the present modern St. Clement school build
ing which is the latest word in educational edifices. In addition to the class rooms
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ST. CLEMENT SCHOOL, ERECTED IN 1923

on the upper floors, it contains the largest auditorium in the city and the basement

is equipped as a recreation center with bowling alleys, club rooms, dining hall and

kitchen.

For years the school had been in charge of the Brothers, but in later years the

teaching staff has been composed of members of the Sisters of St. Francis of Olden

burg, Ind. The Sisters are domiciled in a beautiful home in the rear of the school on

Park place.

Catholic High Schools

When the new Catholic high schools were proposed, St. Bernard was selected

as a site for two, one for girls and the other for boys. This choice was a most

happy one and makes our community a center of learning in the Millcreek valley.

All the Catholic high school students from the valley parishes, as well as many from

the hill tops and city, will come here for their higher learning.

Our Lady of Angels High School

The Catholic High School for girls is known as Our Lady of Angels High

School. It is located on Bertus street on property which was formerly the home

stead of B. W. Wess, purchased about a year ago. Since that time a beautiful
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OUR LADY OF ANGELS HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, ERECTED IN 1928

modern high school building has been erected on the plot adjoining the play
grounds. The old homestead has also been remodeled for a home for the Sisters.
The building was formerly dedicated August 26. Sisters of St. Francis are in charge
of this High School.

I  I.

HIGH SCHOOL SISTER'S HOME
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Roger Bacon High School

St. Bernard has been fortunate in not only
securing the new Catholic high school for
girls, but also the new Roger Bacon high
school for boys. With this very valuable ac
quisition the city becomes a center of learn
ing. Few cities of similar size may boast of
more and better equipped buildings for the
education of the youth.

While the new building is not yet erected
the new school opened auspiciously in Sep
tember with temporary quarters at St. Clem
ent Parochial school and the old Witte

homestead, which latter property has been
purchased as the site for the new institution.

The new high school is under the direction
of the Franciscan Fathers and Rev. Juvenal
Berens, O. F. M., is the principal. Rev.
Juvenal is well known in St. Clement parish
where he has been stationed for a number of

years and he is an eloquent orator.

The new building will be erected on the site of the old Witte homestead on
Main avenue near Mitchell avenue and will be complete and modern in every way.
All of the high schools of the city are accredited high schols and a diploma from
either will gain entrance to any school of higher learning.

REV. JUVENAL BERENS, O. F. M.
Principal Roger Bacon Catholic High

School for Boys

ROGER BACON HIGH SCHOOL
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Athletics

St. Bernard residents have always taken
the greatest interest in athletics. In the very
early years the village boasted of some very
capable base ball players.

Meiner's park was one of the first baseball
grounds and many hotly-contested games
were played there by the Meiner Eagles and
other teams. Later Charles Busam laid out

a larger diamond on Bank avenue extending
to the canal and the famous VoIIer Tigers

disported there, the latter being at that time
one of the best amateur teams in this vicinity.

There, too, the St. Clement church team won

several pennants in the Church league, in
which some of the best teams of that time

played base ball.

Two of the young men who received their
training on the lots around St. Bernard have
risen to great heights in the game and have
played in the American and National leagues.
John Bushelman, a citizen of our city, was
at one time one of the leading pitchers of the
Boston Americans and Eddie Sicking another
well-known St. Bernardian, has cavorted

around second base and the short field for

both New York and the Reds in the National

League. The latter is still playing excellent
ball for the Louisville team in the American

Association. Other products of the lots have
seen service in many of the minor leagues.

With the completion of the new city park, football also came into its own,
and many interesting games have been played since that time. In the last few
years the St. Bernard Merchants, under the management of Peter Steuer, have
made a brilliant record and have been playing some of the fastest teams of the city.
In 1926 they won the championship of the Spalding league. J. Wienner, a St.
Xavier man, will coach the team this season and high grade football will be assured
under his able coaching.

Basket ball, too, in recent years has forged to the front and is today one of

m

EDWARD BURNS

Coach Roger Bacon High School
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the most interesting of winter sports. Some years ago the auditoriums of the city hall
and the Eagles' hall were used for this purpose. One of the outstanding basket ball
teams of this section is the St. Clement team which has won twice in the Church

league. They play at the St. Clement school auditorium, and will be coached this
year by Edward Burns, St. Xavier letter man and prominent athlete.

High School Athletics

Our high schools have also taken a

prominent part in athletics. At the public
high. A. W. Milner has been coaching for
several years and his athletes have taken
prominent parts in the annual held events.
In base ball, foot ball, basket bail and

other sports his men have been equally
successful. With the acquisition of the
new public school gymnasium, no doubt
still better results will be obtained.

At Roger Bacon high Edward Burns, of

St. Xavier, will have charge of athletics

and he is already sorting out the candi
dates for the foot ball and basket ball

teams. He, too, is handicapped by lack of
gymnasium room at the present, but with the completion of the new high school
his squad will have an excellent gym for its work.

X: * *

When the Procter & Gamble company began the erection of new buildings at
Ivorydale, it was found that a part of the land near the Millcreek had been used
for burial purposes. When workmen started to dig for the foundations of the
resin house they unearthed bones as well as a coffin. These were later interred in
Spring Grove cemetery.

*  X! *

Before the advent of the electric street cars in 1891, any one desiring to journey
from the city to St. Bernard had to walk from the Zoo out Carthage pike.
There was no other means of transportation except John Hare's bus or the old
Marietta.

At the Zoo, the early St. Bernardians boarded street cars and rode over Mt.
Auburn to the Lookout house at the head of Main street, where the cars were driven

on the incline planes, then to proceed over Main street to the heart of the city.
Previous to this the car tracks were not run onto the incline plane and one had
to change cars for the incline and again at the bottom.

A. W. MILNER

Coach of Public High School Athletics
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Our Industries

The first factory to locate in St. Bernard was the starch works located on
Starchtown road, later changed to Bank avenue. When originally built it was
owned by A. E. Erkenbrecker, well-known Cincinnati philanthropist who founded
the Cincinnati Zoo.

The factory, built in 1859, had a capacity of about 30 tons of starch a day. In
1890 the company was merged with the National Starch Works company, which
at that time controlled twenty factories of this kind. Its products were shipped to
all parts of the world. Shortly after 1900 operation of the plant was discontinued
and the factory was moved east to be combined with another plant. St. Bernard's
starch works furnished employment to most of the citizens at that time and was the
scene of great activity. Farmers and dairymen came from miles around for their
slop feed used for feeding hogs and chickens.

With the closing of this plant, the property passed into the hands of the Jos-
lin-Schmidt company, manufacturers of glues and fertilizers. The manufacture of
the latter products was the source of widespread complaint because of the odors
claimed to originate in the process. Early in the life of the company the matter was
taken to the courts and the nuisance somewhat abated. Later this concern failed

and the factory closed, much to the relief of the citizens. This valuable property is
vacant at the present time.

Soap Industry

St. Bernard today is the foremost city in the world in the manufacture of
soaps, stearic acid and candles. Within its boundaries are situated some of the
largest factories of this great industry and the products of these concerns are shipped
to all parts of the world.

In the days of the past, soap-making was very generally one of the household
industries, as spinning and weaving had been at a still earlier period. Even when the
commericial manufacture of soap was first begun in a small way one horse carts
traversed the streets of the cities as the drivers collected grease, fats and tallow from
the housewives and in return gave pieces of common soap. Later when it was de
livered to groceries it was given to the storekeeper in bulk and was sold by weight,
much as cheese now is sold, being cut off to suit the wish of the purchaser. One of
the earliest brands of soap was German soap, made chiefly from red oil.

Procter 8c Gamble

In the early part of the nineteenth century, William Procter and James Gamble,
one from England and the other from Ireland, came to this country to seek their
fortune and located in Cincinnati. The former began making candles and the
latter soap. They became friends, married sisters and upon the suggestion of their
father-in-law, combined their separate businesses into one concern and in 1837
started the firm of Procter & Gamble, makers of candles and soaps. This first
factory was started at Sixth and Main streets across the alley from Mr. Procter's
home. Incidentally, it is an interesting fact that the main offices of the present
Procter & Gamble company in the Gwynne building are at the same place where this
first factory was located.

The first factory, however, soon became too small for the thriving business and
a new location was obtained at Central avenue and York street. At the time this
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location was at the edge of the city and was also adjacent to the canal, thus con
venient for shipping. The stock yards were nearby, which meant a convenient source
for raw materials, chiefly fats. At that time, too, Cincinnati was the greatest hog
market in the country. The firm bought hog fat from the packers and rendered it
into lard. Lard oil was made by squeezing out the liquid portion of the cold lard and
this lard oil was used extensively in lamps before the days of petroleum. The firm
soon became one of the largest producers of lard oil in the country.

Ivory Soap
It was at this plant, too, that the idea of making a soap of pure vegetable oils

resembling castile soap was conceived. The firm bought the rights to such a soap
from a group of men who desired to sell the formula and proceeding according to
formula, obtained a white soap. This soap at first had no distinctive name and was
merely called "white soap." Later the name was changed to "Ivory" and the trade
mark changed. The first cake of Ivory soap was sold in October, 1878.

Ivorydale
William Procter and James Gamble turned over to their sons a greatly expanded

business. It had grown to such proportions in the eighties that it seemed advisable to
again seek a new location, for the city had grown up about their factory and limited
its development there. A tract of about 11 acres, situated along the Millcreek and
adjacent to the Big Four and B. & O. railroads was purchased. This tract had
been dairy and farm land. At that time Spring Grove avenue was the dividing line
of the newly-formed village of St. Bernard and the greater part of this tract was out
side the village. It was therefore named Ivorydale. In 1893, however, all this terri
tory was annexed to St. Bernard, making it a part of our present prosperous city.

In 1885 ground was broken for the new plant and the erection of buildings be
gun. They were not the ordinary type of factory buildings of that day, but a new
departure in factory construction. Instead of being merely a factory, the buildings
were ornamentally constructed of gray stone, brick-trimmed. There were plots of
well-kept lawns and flower gardens to beautify the property—truly an innovation in
factory design at that time.

The Procter 8C Gamble Company

In 1890 The Procter & Gamble company was organized as a stock company
with William A. Procter as its first president. His son, William Cooper Procter,
was made general manager. On September 9 of that year the first soap was boxed
at Ivorydale for shipment. Since 1907 William Cooper Procter has been the president
of the concern.

When the later was graduated from Princeton in 1883, he came back and
started to work in the factory. So intent was he to learn all the phases of the
business that he did not seek a white collar job as he easily could have done, but
donned overalls and became one of the men in the factory. This intimate contact
with and sympathy for his fellow workers led him to make proposals for some very
radical changes for the benefit of the workers. These proposals were adopted and
soon carried into effect. Although president of the largest soap company in the
world, Mr. Procter today still evinces the greatest interest in his men and they in
turn adore him. Many of them he knows personally and calls by their first names.
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The first proposal carried out by the present head, was the Saturday after
noon holiday without reduction of pay. This gave the employees more time for recre
ation and it was probably the first time that such action had been taken by any firm
in the country.

In the same year a plan was worked out for dividing the profits with the
employees. This was successful from the start, although changes have been made
in later years bringing it up to its present efficiency. Today the employees of the
plant are stockholders, having secured stock at very little outlay by themselves. The
annual "Dividend Days" are red letter days for the employees.

This profit sharing plan has been a great lesson in thrift to the employees. They
have learned to save and through it have become better citizens. St. Bernard
is justly proud of the many residents who own their own homes. The Lenox Build
ing and Loan association has also been of great assistance to the workmen who de
posit their savings there and as a result are eventually able to build their own homes.

There is also a pension and benefit plan, whereby benefits are paid in case of
sickness and partial disability and pensions for permanent disability and old age.
In case of death of an employee, insurance equal to a year's wage is paid.

In order to establish still closer relationship, an Employers' Conference commit
tee was inaugurated some years ago. This brings the management into closer contact
with the employees to learn their ideas and desires. From this Conference committee
developed the idea of having a representative of the employees on the board of direc
tors. There are twelve such directors and three of these represent the employees of
the three main plants, namely, Ivorydale, Port Ivory and Kansas City.

The lastest move for the benefit of the employees is the Guaranteed Employment
plan. The employees who are members of the Profit Sharing plan are guaranteed a
minimum of 48 weeks employment each year. This is believed to be one of the most
important undertakings that has yet been adopted in the commercial world because
it gives the employees a feeling of security, regardless of whether times are good or
bad or whether employment is easy or difficult to obtain.

Mr. Procter has become one of the outstanding citizens of Hamilton county and
has endeared himself to everyone by his many gifts to charity and for the betterment
of the children. We hail him as one of St. Bernard's most prominent men; we glory
in his achievements and wish him a continuance of good health, so that he may be
spared the community for many years to come.

Under the able leadership of such a prominent man it is little wonder that the
Procter & Gamble company has prospered. In 1900 there was just one plant at
Ivorydale. Since that time the Ivorydale plant has been greatly enlarged and in
addition there are factories at Kansas City, Port Ivory, Staten Island, Hamilton,
Ontario, Macon, Georgia, and Dallas, Texas. Moreover, the company owns and
operates ten large oil mills throughout the cotton belt.

Since the beginning of the industry, the making of candles has been discon
tinued and stearic acid is now manufactured instead and sold to candle makers and
other users. The old lard rendering has also been developed so that today a new
product has been placed on the market which has attained world wide fame, "Crisco".

Globe Soap Company

Recently, a large soap factory at St. Louis has been absorbed, forming another
link of this gigantic concern and still more recently the Globe Soap company of our
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RAILROAD AVENUE

The Plant of the Globe Soap Compaity is Shown at the Left
and the Ubiko Milling Plant at the Right

own city, has become a member of this great family. The Globe Soap plant was es
tablished in St. Bernard on Carthage pike and the Big Four railroad about 1900.
This is the home of "Pearl" and "Grandma" soaps. The Globe company came
from Cincinnati where it had been located on Water street. Recurring high waters
influenced the officials to seek higher and safer quarters in St. Bernard.

i

MURRAY ROAD

The Plant of the M. Werk Company is shown in the Right Center
This Was Formerly Chester Lake
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The M. Werk Company

Another great and important link in the soap industry of our city is the
M. Werk Company. This concern was founded in 1832, by M. Werk, who came to
this country in his early youth and opened a small candle factory on Popular
street, between Central and John streets. At that time the tallow candle was used
extensively. Housewives used to bring the grease and tallow to the factory and in
return received candles. Later the stearic acid candle came into more general use
and the making of tallow candles was discontinued. Still later, Mr. Werk engaged
in the soap business, making the pure old-fashioned laundry soaps.

In 1874 the old plant burned completely, entailing heavy loss, the fire being
probably the largest in Cincinnati up to that time. The plant was rebuilt and
business continued there until 1912, when the quarters became too small. Better
shipping facilities were required and accordingly a tract of ground in St. Bernard,
adjoining the ice company property in what was known as Chester lake, was pur
chased. Today the firm is one of the brilliant stars in St. Bernard's industrial fir
mament and is engaged in the manufacture of laundry soaps, candles, stearic acid,
glycerine and red oils. The principal products are "Tag Soap" and "Werko Flakes."

Emery Industries, Inc.

The name "Emery" is one of the outstanding names of Cincinnati and many
are the monuments that reflect the unselfish devotion of this family to the home
city. In the year 1840 Thos. J. Emery and J. J. Emery, founded the present great
concern, under the name of Thos. Emery Sons, and engaged in the manufacture
of dipped tallow candles at the corner of Vine and Water streets.

The firm grew as the business became greater and soon the old tallow candle

VIEW OF OFFICE OF THE EMERY INDUSTRIES, Inc.

made way for the stearic candle and the firm became engaged in the manufacture of
this new product even more extensively. In 1885 the old plant at Water and Vine

Ptfge Nhtely-seven



streets was partially burned and the firm chose the site now occupied between the old
C. H. & D. R. R., (now B. & O. R. R.) and the Millcreek. Seven acres of
ground were purchased and the first candle factory in what was then known as
"Ivorydale" was built. Today the Emery factories cover approximately 15 acres.

The new factories in St. Bernard began operation about the year 1887, and in
the same year the firm name was changed to the Emery Candle company. At that
time the principal product was stearic candles and the company became a leading
manufacturer of this product. When modern invention, however, made it possible
to use more modern means of lighting, the firm became one of the leading manu
facturers of stearic acid and red oils, which are used in many industries.

In May of the present year the name of the concern was changed to Emery
Industries, Inc. For in addition to being a leading candle producer, the company
has become the world's largest manufacturers of stearic acid and red oils. The new
name embraces all products, rather than candles only. This change in name was
made on the eighty-eighth anniversary of the founding of the factory. The Emery
industries is today the oldest plant in the city and before the advent of the Procter
& Gamble company, most St. Bernardians were employed either at this plant or at
the starch works.

Harkness 8C Cowing Company

Another concern closely identified with the industry is the Harkness and
Cowing company at Main avenue and Murray road. The founders of this concern
opened their factory in the earlier days of Cincinnati for candle making, and their
names are well-known in local history. Later they moved the factory to the
present site. The making of wax candles was for years their principal business,
these being used extensively in churches. Today they are manufacturers also of
saponified red oil, stearic acid and crude glycerine.

The Twitchell Process Company

The Twitchell process, employed by the Twitchell Process company, is a
method of separating glycerine from neutral fats and oils. It was the invention
of Dr. Ernst Twitchell in the year 1898, and has since been adopted by the fat
and oil industries in all countries of the world. Dr. Twitchell was honored as the
Perkin medallist in 1917, which signal honor is the highest award possible in
the chemical and scientific fraternity.

Under Dr. Twitchell's guidance, the process found general favor under a
patent license, with the soap and candle industry here and abroad. Improvements
in the process led to the incorporation of The Twitchell Process company in 1915,
to better serve the fat and oil industry. The company since its origin, has been
located in St. Bernard, generally known as the soap center of the world, along
the Millcreek to the rear of the Emery Industries.

The Chemical Engineer

In the old days the methods of making soap and candles were based more or
less upon mere guess work, and many of the very valuable by-products were lost
or wasted. It was a case of hit and miss. Formulas were followed and as often as
not the resulting products were far from satisfactory.
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There was no investigation of the chemical reactions that took place. It was
not until about 30 years ago that the chemist and chemical engineer came into
prominence. Since that time great progress has been made by the chemical engineer
and he has become one of the most prominent figures in the soap industry as well
as many others. Today everything is done by rule and the chemical reactions are
known. As a result the industry has risen to a higher plane and many a by-product
that was formerly lost is now being utilized. There are said to be more chemical
engineers employed in St. Bernard than in any other city of similar size.

Ice Industry

In the early days of St. Bernard, the
ice industry was one of the leading in
dustries of the village. In the extreme
northern part were located Ross lake,
Chester lake and Broxterman's basin.

Along these lakes were built large ice
houses and during the winter months the
ice was cut and stored until the summer,

when it was sent by canal boat to Cincin
nati to be sold. Among the large ice
dealers at that time was Frank Broxterman.

Later his business was merged with the
Cincinnati Ice company and still later
this became the Ice Delivery company.
When the demand for ice became greater
and it was found that ice could be manu

factured, the cutting of ice on these lakes
began to wane and on the same spot on Murray road where ice was formerly cut,
the Ice Delivery company maintains an ice manufacturing plant.

Other Industries

About the year 1901 the lakes in the northern extremity of St. Bernard were
drained and the property reclaimed for factory purposes. Many and varied are the
industries now located in this section. To the rear of the Harkness & Cowing
company, where an ice house formerly stood, are the plants of the Elmwood Cast
ing company and the Ideal Pattern works, and adjoining them, the Harley Akin
Lumber company, and Cherry Lumber company. To the east, on Murray road, is a
branch of the Cincinnati Chemical company, where dyes of all sorts are made and
adjoining this property is the Virginia Carolina Chemical company, which manu
factures fertilizers and chemicals. Farther along in the Ross estate, which was for
merly known as Ross lake, is the plant of the Kosse Shoe and Schleyer company, one
of the largest importers of walnut woods in this vicinity. This industry is on the site
where formerly the Cincinnati Gun Club provided interesting sport. Nearby is the
recently established plant of the Griffin Wheel company, manufacturers of car
wheels, and farther to the east is the Bowker plant of The American Agricultural
company, one of the largest manufacturers of fertilizers in this section. Tons and
tons of fertilizers are shipped from here to farmers throughout the country.

Frank Broxterman

Second Village Treasurer
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On Main avenue near Railroad avenue, is the plant of the Ubiko Milling
company, manufacturers of dairy feed. This plant is located on the spot where the
first car barns were built. Adjoining the Ubiko company is the Snook-Veith
Lumber company mills. To the north, is the plant of the Dawson-Evans Construc
tion company and the office and lumber yards of the Wood Mosaic company. At
the Big Four Railroad crossing is the plant of the General Box company, one of the
largest box manufacturing concerns in the country. This property was formerly
the old "Schuezenbuckel". Across the tracks is a plant of the Edwards Manufac
turing company.

MURRAY ROAD, SOUTH

View shows various plants located in what was formerly Ross Lake

At Main and Spring Grove avenue is located the extensive plant of the Hal!
Ratterman Oil company from where "Boycite" gas is distributed, and to the
south on Spring Grove avenue the Cincinnati Vulcan Oil company and also the
yards and mills of the Hay Lumber company. In the rear of Clark's crossing west
of Main avenue are located the Ivorydale Lumber company and the yards of the
Shoe Boehm Walnut company, dealers in high grade walnut woods. Caldwell
and Taylor, manufacturers and distributors of the famous Original Benzol Gas and
high grade oils, is another industry of this section. This firm has distributing plants
at Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus.

Along Main avenue, above Clark's crossing, is the mammouth plant of the
Stacey Bros. Gas Construction company, manufacturers of gas holders, storage
tanks and steel plate and structural work. At Murray road and the Big Four
tracks is the plant of the Herbert Chemical company and to the rear of this the
Grote Chemical company.

Another old-time industry is the B. & O. shops along the B. & O. tracks near
the Emery Industries.

The Byrnes Conway company, contractors for asphalt tar and road oil, operate
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SPRING GROVE AND CATHAGE PIKE

View Shows the Distributing Plant of the Hall Ratterman Oil Company

a large plant on Oak street and along Broerman avenue and the B. & O. tracks
is the plant of the Jarecki Chemical company. In recent years the Palmer company,
manufacturers of thermometers located on Clay street on the old property of the
German Reformed church.

St. Bernard's factory district lies in the northern and western section of the
city entirely apart from the residential district.

VIEW SHOWING EXTENSIVE RAILROAD YARDS OF ST. BERNARD

The plant of the Stacey Bros. Gas Construction company Is shown to the left
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Imwalle Memorial Funeral Home

In 1912, when Frank Imwalle decided to erect the present Imwalle Memorial
funeral home, he had a two-fold object in view, first, to give to the city the finest
and best funeral home possible; secondly, to provide a fitting memorial to his
father, Henry Imwalle, who first established the undertaking business in St.
Bernard and who had done many things toward the advancement of the city he
loved so well.

Henry Imwalle, the oldest of a family of five children, was born in Cincinnati,
in 1856. His father was a soldier in the Civil war. He received his education in
the parochial schools of the city and at the age of 13, started as an office boy in the
law office of Judge O'Connor, then one of the leading lights of the Cincinnati bar.
He remained there for two years, then studied bookkeeping at Nelson's college,
and later at Gunder's business college. At the age of 17, his father died and he was
obliged to help provide for the support of his mother and the other children of
the family. He secured a position as bookkeeper, but ill health forced him to give
up this work and he remained at home for an entire winter assisting his mother as
much as he could in her business at Thirteenth and Walnut streets.

In 1881 he came to St. Bernard and fell in love with Miss Clara Kaufman,
daughter of Frank Kaufman, one of the pioneer residents of the village who
operated a store at Carthage pike and Starchtown road. They were married in that
same year and four children were born to that happy union, two of whom, died
in infancy. A son, Frank, is now the owner of the business and a daughter,
Bernadetta joined the Notre Dame Sisters. Later in life, Mr. Imwalle came into
possession of the business of Frank Kaufman and conducted that place until 1904.
This corner was one of the prominent corners of its day and the rendezvous of
the politicians.

Mr. Imwalle was a staunch Democrat and was honored with nominations for

county auditor, county commissioner and legislator. He always ran ahead of his
ticket, but was not elected because he could not overcome the Republican majority.
He was called upon to serve as member of council and many improvements of that
time, especially the laying of the first cement side walks, was due to his persistent
eflForts. He served as a member of the first board of health and when in 1894 the

agitation for the water and light plant arose, he was one of the most persistent work
ers for this wonderful improvement. He was chosen as the first trustee of the plant
and the erection was brought to a successful conclusion, owing to his business acumen.
He was twice thereafter elected to this same office.

Mr. Imwalle organized the first building association in the village and became
the first secretary of the St. Bernard Loan and Building association. He remained
in this position for twenty-five years, and at the end of that time was honored
with the presidency, which he held until the time of his death. He became the
friend of many residents while secretary, by assisting them in making loans and
also giving them needed advice as to building in general.
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IMWALLE 8C BUSAM

Undertaking Establishment of 1898

In 1898 he associated himself with Charles

Busam, and they purchased the undertaking
establishment of Raymond Nunlist, who had
died shortly before that time. The first
stable of Imwalle and Busam was located in

Elmwood Place, where the Blade office is
now located. It was a wooden structure. In

1902 the firm built a brick structure on Main

avenue, and St. Bernard had its first under
taking establishment. In 1904 Charles Busam
severed his connection with the business to

become owner of the saloon at Main and

Bank avenues, while Mr. Imwalle took his son, Frank, into the firm, operating under
the firm name of Henry Imwalle and Son. In 1906 the citizens of the village elected
him as their mayor and reelected him in 1908.

In 1906 in company with other
prominent citizens, he organized the
Citizens Bank and became its first

president. An interesting story is
told in this connection. At that time

Mr. Imwalle was building the new
building at Main and Bank avenues,
the Bernadetta flats. While he was

watching the erection, a stranger ap
proached him and asked what he
intended to establish in the store.

Mr. Imwalle replied that he had
nothing definite in mind and the
stranger, who was a bank promotor,
suggested that a bank be organized
for the location. The idea appealed
to Mr. Imwalle, but he sought the
advice of his old time friend and

counselor. Judge Frank Gorman, who told him that if they wanted to start a bank,
they could do so without employing a promotor. Soon afterward a meeting was
called and when the papers were passed around to be signed up for the stock, Frank
Imwalle, who was present, although still under age, put down his name for several
shares. The father was rather surprised at this, but Frank explained that he had
saved this money himself and he thought it was a good investment. He has never
regretted this, his first business venture.

Mr. Imwalle died March 16, 1911, after thirty years in Sc. Bernard, during
which time he had seen many improvements and had been instrumental in bring
ing about many them. He won the admiration and friendship of its most worthy
citizens, whose esteem he retained by reason of his loyalty and staunch principles.
His purse strings were alweys open to any worthy charity and many a struggling
lad had been helped along by him. He was a successful business man, a most

SECOND PLACE OF BUSINESS

Erected in 1902
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efficient public officer, a devoted and loyal friend and a kind and indulgent husband
and father.

At the death of Henry Imwalle, his son Frank Imwalle, became the sole owner
of the business. During the early years, the undertaking business was mostly a
livery business with moving and hauling as a side line.

On August 28, 1912, Frank Imwalle conducted the first automobile funeral
of the valley. It was the funeral of Edward Hare, of Elmwood. Interment was at
Hamilton, O. Since that time the automobile has come into general use and
the horse and old time hacks have disappeared.

IMWALLE MEMORIAL HOME

The present Imwalle memorial funeral home is one of the most modern and
up-to-date funeral establishments, not only in the city but in the country. In build
ing this new funeral home Mr. Imwalle spared neither pains or money, and its beauty
and good taste has been acclaimed by the greatest men in that profession. The home
is a splendid example of the ambitious spirit of its young owner and St. Bernard
is proud of it.

St. Bernard has always been strongly Democratic politically, especially so in
state and national elections. Small wonder, then that when Grover Cleveland was
elected the first time there was great enthusiasm in the village. Charles Schild-
meyer, one of the prominent Democrats of that day, organized a glee club among
the young ladies of the village and they added much to the success of the resultant
celebration. When another big celebration was held in Cincinnati these girls pro
ceeded to the city via canal boat and won the plaudits of the thousands witnessing
this affair with their stirring campaign songs.

Municipal elections in St. Bernard have always been hard fought and gener
ally close. Quite a number of our chief executives have been elected by a few votes,
but the closest vote of all occurred in 1916 when Henry Nailor was opposed by Frank
Michaels. The campaign was a bitter one and a tie vote was recorded. When It
came to drawing straws so as to elect the winner a little girl was called in and by
her drawing, Mr. Nailor received his second term.
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Citizens Bank of St. Bernard

The solidarity of any community and its citizens depends to a great extent upon
the thrift and savings of those interested in the community. Ever since its incorpora
tion fifty years ago, the bonds of the village, and later the city, have been eagerly
sought, owing to the strong financial condition of the corporation. For years and
years there were building associations where the thrifty citizens of the city deposited
their savings in turn being helped to build their own homes. Yet up to the year 1906
no attempt had been made to organize a bank. At that time, however, factories and
business houses began to locate here and it became imperative that the village should
have a banking institution.

CITIZENS BANK OF ST. BERNARD

In that year Henry Imwalle who had been prominent in many affairs of the
community proposed the establishment of a bank and in October he called a meeting

of influential citizens and was chosen president with B. H. Wess as secretary. The
meeting was an enthusiastic one and a bank was organized to be known as the
"Citizens Bank of St. Bernard." The original bank capital was ̂ 25,000 which was
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soon subscribed and after receiving its charter was ready for business October 10,
1906.

Henry J. Huller was chosen the first cashier of the new bank and the first
board of directors consisted of Henry Imwalle, president; Frank Broxterman, vice-
president; Fred Broerman, Charles Degenhart, H. J. Witte, F. Krehe, Frank Gor
man, B. H. Wess and H. A. Nurre. It opened with quarters in the corner store of
the Bernadetta fiat building at Main and Starchtown road, later Bank avenue.

The operation of the new venture was a success from its beginning owing to the
efforts of the men interested and with the increased patronage of the bank it was
found advisable to increase the capital to ^50,000 in 1913. In 1916 the business
of the bank had grown to such an extent that larger quarters were required. The
building was accordingly purchased and the entire lower floor occupied. With the
passing of time the activities of the bank continued to increase and in 1927 it was

found necessary to again increase the bank's capital, this time to ^100,000. It was
also decided to erect a new building to be located on the east side of Main avenue.
This building was completed early in the present year and since May, 1928, the
Citizens Bank, the Bank of Service, has been operating in its new home. This
new building is one of the most complete of its kind, thoroughly modern and up-to-
date. Ofhcials and employees are civil and courteous and the needs of patrons are
carefully and efficiently cared for.

The new home is one of the outstanding buildings in the city and the citizens are
proud of its acquisition. It is equipped with a most modem safety deposit system.
A savings department where 4 per cent is paid on savings accounts is open to deposi
tors as is also one of the largest Christmas clubs in the valley. Recently, a vacation
club has been made an added feature.

Since its removal to the new building the bank has also opened a night deposi
tory, maintaining practically a 24 hour banking service. Deposits in this night de
pository are made through a specially-constructed device conveniently located on the
outside of the building, accessible for the deposits of currency or valuables at any
time during the night, on Sundays or holidays, thus relieving the customers of the
worry and danger of caring for their receipts after banking hours. There is ample
parking space around the bank, so that all patrons can drive to the bank to make de
posits. Handsome rest rooms are provided for the use and convenience of ladies.

The capital of the bank today is ^100,000, its surplus is ^100,000 and the
undivided profits amount to ̂ 65,000. The resources of the bank are approximately
^2,250,000. The present board of directors consists of B. H. Wess, president;
Charles Degenhart, vice-president; Joseph M. Huller, cashier; J. H. Dittmeyer, as
sistant cashier; H. A. Nurre, F. W. Imwalle, Ferd Ritter, Louis B. Weber, and

Henry Meinking. The affable clerks of the bank are Miss Bertha Hafer, discount
clerk. Miss Catherine Brueggman and Miss Rosella Sands, bookkeepers.
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Fraternal Order of Eagles

One of the outstanding fraternal orders of the city is St. Bernard Aerie No.
1162, Fraternal Order of Eagles, which came into existence July 31, 1905. "Hansy"
Wuebben of the Cincinnati Arie was the organizer, but the real work of recruiting

EAGLES' HALL

new members was left to Chas. Busam, at that time proprietor of Busam's hall.
"Charlie," as the latter was alfectionately known, was born in Millcreek valley
and came to St. Bernard when he associated himself with Henry Imwalle in the
undertaking business in 1898. In 1904 he sold his interests in the undertaking
establishment and became owner of the cafe operated until that time by Henry
Imwalle. "Charlie" also served an unexpired term in council.

When the new aerie was proposed, Busam soon had 100 members signed up
for initiation. The initiation took place at the town hall on July 31, 1905, and
was one of the great events of that time. The first officers were: Chas. Busam,
past worthy president; Peter Daley, worthy president; Henry Mersch, worthy vice
president; H. Wachtendorf, worthy chaplain; Chas. J. Lohmann, secretary; John
Wurst, treasurer; Frank Wolf, conductor; John Baudendistle, outside guard.
It is a noteworthy fact that the office of outside guard has been held by John
Baudendistle ever since its organization. And what is even more to his credit, he
has been present at every meeting, except when sick.

During all the years since 1905, the arie has prospered and many prominent
citizens of the city are members. From this beginning with 100 members, the aerie
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Has grown to a membership of approximately 700, The present officers of the St.
Bernard Aerie are; Jos. H. Humphreys, past president; John L. Gessendorf, worthy
president; George Kathman, worthy vice president; Gervase Kathman, worthy chap
lain; Luke Drout, secretary; A1 Laake, assistant secretary; Jos. Borntraeger, treasurer;
H. Kronlage, W. C. Wright and Martin Steinhauer, trustees; Earl Daley, inside
guard; John Baudendistle, outside guard; Jake Bertram, conductor. The meetings
of the aerie were held at Busam s Hall until 1913, when the aerie decided to erect
a home of its own.

Accordingly, a home committee was organized and a plot of ground pur
chased on Tower avenue, the present site of the splendid club house. The aerie
has met here since that date.

In addition to the club rooms, the home includes a splendid auditorium where
the best motion pictures are shown, a grill room, pool room and showers for the
members. Many new improvements are contemplated and it is expected that with the
placing of permanent seats in the auditorium and the installation of a new modern
organ, the home will be able to boast of one of the finest show houses in the valley
and surrounding suburbs. Members of present board of directors are: William
C. Wright, president; William Lauxterman, vice president; A. G. Kemme, secre
tary and treasurer; James Branson and Thomas Gill. The custodian of the build
ing is Frank Laake. The following are in charge of the opera house while shows
are in progress: William C. Schrand, manager; Ben Berkemeier, musician; Fred
Fiebig, operator; Arthur Kasselman, assistant operator; Harry Kronlage, usher
and Henry Behrle, Sr., doorman and advertising manager.

Eaglet Club

When the aerie moved to its new home in 1914 the Eaglet Club, composed of
interested ladies, was organized. The first officers were: Mrs. A. Oser, president;
Mrs. Edna Kemme, Secretary; and Mrs. Wm. Pirron, treasurer. It was a social club
and the members have done much to furnish the new home. The officers of this
organization today are: Mrs. Theodora Tenkman, president; Mrs. Anna Oser,
financial secretary; Mrs. James Branson, recording secretary and Mrs. Ida Birkemeier,
treasurer.

Jr. O. U. A. M.

Guiding Star Council, No. 133, was instituted on June 29, 1901, at the
town hall by the officers of Bethlehem Council, No. 79, with a membership of 48.
The organization held its regular meetings at Ivy's hall, Ross avenue and Carthage
pike until June, 1906, when quarters were moved to Meyer's hall at Carthage pike
and Phillips avenue. The organization remained here until July, 22, 1911, when
the new home at Jackson and Tower avenues was dedicated.

The Junior Order Home at Jackson and Tower avenues is a two-story brick
edifice. It contains a large meeting hall on the second floor and on the first floor
there is a store, bowling alleys and offices. Since its inception in 1901, one thousand
members have been initiated and the order has assets totalling ^35,000.
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The present officers are: John Heidenreich, Jr., councilor; Edgar Jones, vice
councilor; Carl L. Cruse, recording secretary; Fred Bitters, assistant recording sec
retary; Chas. Waterman, financial secretary; Ed. Woliung, treasurer; Chas. Denike,
warden; Chas. Woods, conductor; Ben Rathjen, chaplain; Philip Huber, inside
sentinel, Ed. Gajus, outside sentinel and Andrew Frank, R. Denny and Harry Kaese
trustees.

JR. O. U. A. M. HALL

Daughters of America

Welcome Council, No. Ill, Daughters of America, was organized in 1901,
with a membership of 27 charter members. The first officers of the council included:
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rug, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Woliung, Mr. and Mrs. Herman
McFarland, Alice Wuest, Sophia Schriver, Clara Ziegler, Emma Fath, Kirdus
Wheatiey, Carrie Niebling, Nettie Rug and Fred McCormick.

The first meeting was held at Ivy's hall at Ross avenue and Carthage pike,
where subsequent sessions were also held until the headquarters were moved to
Meyer's hall. In 1911 the new Junior Order Home was finished and the Daughters
of America moved to that hall. Meetings are held the first and third Tuesdays
of each month. The present membership is 435.

Officers today are: Alice Gregg, Caroline Gerard, Kate Zitt, Minnie Brown,
Kate Carruthers, Alice Wuest, Birdie Roll, Adris Ruthen, Jennie Carruthers,
Matilda Case, Bertha Bowman, Emma Katenkamp and Grace Ritchey.

Other Fraternal Societies

Other fraternal organizations of the city are the Catholic Knights of America,
the Catholic Knights of Ohio, the Catholic Order of Foresters, Knights of St.
John, Ladies' Auxiliary Knights of St. John and St. Patrick Council, Knights of
Columbus, all of which meet at the St. Clemont school hall.
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Reminiscences

While today the camera is a valuable aid in preserving scenes and events for
posterity, in the early days of St. Bernard the camera had not come into general
use. And of necessity we must depend upon the recollections of old-times to refresh
our memories of those yesterdays.

OLD LUDLOW HOMESTEAD

The old Ludlow home now located on Ross avenue, near Main avenue, is the
oldest home in St. Bernard. It was built by John Ludlow when he located here
and originally stood on a high hill on the site now occupied by the St. Bernard
garage. It was surrounded by a grove of beautiful trees at that time. Later it was
used as a tavern and the place called Ludlow Grove.

One of the "sights" in the old days was the village butcher going from door to
door selling meats from his wagon. The butcher had an ice box on his wagon where
he kept his meat and a scale. The ringing of a cow bell always announced his
coming.

^  *

How many pipe smokers remember that famous old brand "A 1"? This brand
of tobacco made by the Duwell Bros., was first made in St. Bernard some fifty
years ago. The place of manufacture was on Carthage pike next to the present paro
chial school yard.

*  * *

There was considerable sand in the lower section of the present city and Ross
and Chester lakes were really formed by the removal of this sand. So also were many
of the holes made in that section. Much of this sand and gravel was hauled to Cin
cinnati and used to fill up West Eighth and many other streets.
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How many old timers still remember the old common beer, sold extensively in
by-gone days. It was a refreshing beverage before the advent of lager beer. When
tapped from the keg this beer was all foam and at least half an hour was required for
it to settle. The saloon keeper used to keep a pitcherful on his counter, already
settled and when this supply was consumed by an unexpected rush, thirsty ones who
came later had to wait for the next pitcherful to settle. When a customer bought
a pitcher of beer to take home, it was sold by weight.

THE ST. BERNARD FISHING CLUB—1898

The dedication of the water works and electric light plant in 1895 was a gala
event for St. Bernard. A big parade passed over the principal streets and every
organization as well as the school children participated. This picture shows mem
bers of the St. Bernard fishing club getting ready to fall in line. They had a big
wagon drawn by four horses gayly decorated. This club met at Harry Schmitt's
saloon on Ross avnue where the Billiaus grocery is now located. All of the members
were veteran fisherman and during the summer months they held forth at a camp
along the Little Miami at Remmington or Symms Station. Two of the marshals of
the parade, Peter Daley and Raymond Nunlist, are shown.

:i- ^

In the old days salt was such a common commodity that one could get it free
at every grocery. There was a salt box at every business house, and if you needed salt
all you had to do was to go to the salt box and take as much as you desired. - Of
course, there was no fine table salt such as we have today. Instead, it was all coarse
salt.

*

When Orchard street was built, it was cut through an extensive orchard, hence
its name. This orchard was filled with apple trees and blackberry bushes which
furnished many juicy apple and blackberry pies.
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Many sections of our city have borne various and not always complimentary
nicknames. For instance, that section to the west of the pike, in the rear of St.
John's cemetery, has been long known as Siberia; the section in the rear of the
city hall as "Sling Shot county"; another section around Tower avenue as "Big Foot
country" and still another section to the south of Bertus street as "Newtown." Witii
the exception of the latter the origin of the nicknames is not known. "Newtown"
was conceived when the erection of residences began there.

ST. BERNARD'S FIRST BARBER SHOP

The above picture shows the first barber shop in St. Bernard. This property
which was later acquired by Mrs. John Boehm is still standing in the rear of the
present Boehm brick residence is more than one hundred years old and the original
shutters are still in use. The building was set back and turned around when the
present brick building was erected to its front,, and is still used as a part of the home.

Other old houses are the Ludlow home and the house on Lawrence street now

occupied by Mrs. Meiners. This house was moved from the pike where the present
Eckert home was erected more than 50 years ago. A house standing at the corner
of Leonard avenue and Orchard street was also moved to its present site over 50
years ago.

sf: sj<

Sundays were busy days for the old-time youngsters. On these days many
visitors came to the various places of amusements in their rigs and the youngsters
busied themselves with the horses, watering them and tieing them to hitching posts.
After the owners had regaled themselves these youthful tenders of the horses were
always generously rewarded.

*  * *

The present site of the city park was formerly Schroder's pasture, often used
for pasturing herds of cattle over night, enroute through the village to the stock
yards or slaughter houses.
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Before the incorporation of St. Bernard as a village this whole territory was
known as Millcreek township. It then included not only the present township, but
also Avondale, Clifton, Carthage, Bond Hill and Winron Place, all since annexed to
Cincinnati.

At that time the township trustees had an office on Carthage pike, near Ross
avenue. This, too, was the first post office and for many years the only voting place.
(Today there are 12 voting places). Many of the residents of Avondale and Clifton
voted there in township, state, county and national elections. Dick Phillips was the
clerk of the township for many years and R. A. Mackzum, well-known resident of the
village, was treasurer. It was there Squire Kaylor dispensed justice. F. Spangler
served as his constable. This old building was later moved across the street.

Pay for labor in the eighties was not very high. In 1878 a motion was made in
council to award the work for spreading gravel on roads to H. Bruegge at 90 cents
a day until June I, 1879, and after that time at one dollar per day. And still in
those days folks reared large families on such wage.

At one of the early meetings in 1878 the marshall was instructed to keep the
boys from using sleds on sidewalks.

During several of the early years of villagehood the council found it unneces
sary to assess a tax. This did not mean that the village received no money from
taxation, but instead, that the amount of the saloon tax made it unnecessary to tax
the people. Another argument for prohibition.

When the first tax levy was made in 1878 it was estimated that the village would
need ̂ 1878 to operate, including a repayment for money borrowed. This amount
would just about pay the salary of one policeman or fireman today.

*

Before 1881 the yard around the St. Clement Church was used as a burial
place for priests. This was a custom of those days sanctioned by law. Since, how
ever, these bodies have been disinterred and buried in the cemetery and the practice
has been discontinued.

*  51-. t-

During the early days of the village the duties of the marshal were many and
varied. He was officially on duty Sundays from 7 a. m. until 12 midnight and on
week days from 7 a. m. until 10 p. m., but was also subject to call at any other time
when his services were needed. In other words, he was always on duty. In addition,
he had to see that the streets were repaired properly, light the lamps and if a council
man failed to appear for meeting he had to go after him. He was a sort of general
city manager plus.

Construction of the first jail was rather peculiar. First council bought iron
cells to confine the prisoners, then built a shed around these cells. Later a fence
6 feet high with a gate, lock and two keys was erected around the shed. Thus was
built the first jail.

Page One Hundred Thirteen



SK' , . -Ljb. ifi? ©^£j

AT THE FISHING CAMP

St. Bernardians were always great devotees of fishing. This picture shows a

bunch of jolly good fellows in camp at the White Rat Fishing Club. That they
are enjoying themselves goes without saying. Some of the old-timers will reco'^n z:

these sports of the olden days.

Just below Mitchell avenue along the canal the Vogel's grove of former days
was located. It was a beautiful site covered with majestic trees and afforded an ideal
picnic place. Many families frequently packed their lunch baskets and journeyed

there via canal boat. These boats were not built for dancing which was accordingly
forbidden. On one occasion, however, a crowd of picknickers went to VogePs grove
for their Sunday picnic and they enjoyed a little dancing despite the warnings of the
crew. The crowd arrived at the picnic grounds without mishap and sought the cool
sylvan retreats, leaving the boat anchored in the big basin which was forty feet deep.
When the picknickers returned that evening for the homeward trip they were sur
prised to find the boat missing, or "spurlos verenkt" as they said in war days.
Investigation showed that the seams of the boat had opened up during the dancing.

This had not been noticed when they landed, but while it was anchored more water

seeped into these openings and by the time the party was ready to go home the boat
had disappeared beneath the surface of the water. The picknickers were compelled
to find other means of transportation to Cincinnati.
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BALL PLAYERS OF FORMER YEARS

An interesting sight in the old days was the sprinkling of the streets. Then the
street sprinkler had his own customers and they paid him for sprinkling in front of
their homes. If a resident did not want to pay to have the street sprinkled in front
of his place, the sprinkler would shut off the water until he reached the next customer.

The street sprinkling equipment consisted of a big barrel on the bed of a wagon
with a sprinkling apparatus to the rear. As there were no water mains from which
to draw water, the driver had to go to the pond along what is now Burner avenue
and by means of a laddie attached to a long pole he baled the water out of the
pond and thus filled the barrel. Later on when the water works was completed the
village attended to the sprinkling and still later oil was used to lay the dust and it is
now the most modern method of preserving the streets.

A beautiful religious ceremony that has survived the years is the Corpus Christi
celebration held each year from St. Clement church, bringing thousands of visit
ors to the city. It is a custom copied from the old countries. In the olden days
altars were erected at the Nurre home, the Schoenhoft home and the Brothers

place, where the Herman grocery is now located. In later years these altars have
been erected at the Nurre home on Church street and the Wess home on Delmar

avenue.

*  * *

Many still remember the old "curfew." Promptly at 9 o'clock each evening the

fire bell used to ring out and unfortunate indeed, the youngster who happened to
be out on the streets after that hour, for the ever vigilant "cop" would certainly give
chase. Times have changed—the "curfew rings no more."
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Village Smithy

The old blacksmith shop, or as it was known "the village smithy," was a
very important adjunct to any city or village of a generation ago. In fact, it was
as important as the garage or service station is today. There you went when the
horses had^; be shod and when the rig needed repairing.

ONE OF ST BERNARD'S "GARAGES" OF FORMER YEARS
The Village Smithy

St. Bernard had a number of these shops and one of the most important is
pictured above. It was located on Ross avenue, east of the pike. It was owned by
Bart Kuderer, who can be seen in the picture with Mrs. Kuderer.

The flood of 1884, probably the greatest ever experienced by Cincinnatians,
touched St. Bernard. During this flood the old aqueduct on Mitchell avenue gave
way and Mitchell avenue was flooded. Water stood in the street to a depth of four
feet. The flood occurred in February and the water froze solidly on the street.
Wagons and other conveyances passed over the frozen water to reach their distilla
tions.

^

In that section of the city where the water and light plant and the Byrnes .Si
Conway company are located, a big sand bank was formerly operated by John T.
Wright, who hauled considerable sand from here via canal boat to Cincinnati. Upon
his death William Kirk became assignee of the estate and continued in the business.
Kirk was the man who was killed in his stable in the city by two of his employees,
William Berner and Joe Palmer, in 1884 and it was due to the fact that Berner re
ceived only a twenty year sentence for this foul crime that the great courthouse
riot occurred.
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DON'T EXPECT CLUB

Ready for a frolic in "Jupiter," famous picnic wagon of old

Old Jupiter pictured above was one of the popular picnic conveyances of the
olden days. It belonged to F. Krehe and was in constant use on Sundays when there
were picnics galore. This picture shows the "Don't Expect" club ready for an
outing.

While in the old days one did not have water at the faucet still there was never
danger of a water shortage. If the cistern happened to go dry because of little rain,
there were plenty of pumps available. Every saloon had a well on the sidewalk near
the hitching post.

*  5K

The children's picnics were always outstanding features in village juvenile
life. They were usually held about July 4 and the children were treated to
plenty of home-made cake and ice cream on these occasions. Sometimes they were
held in the old orchard near the Schroder homestead; at other times at Ludlow Grove
and in later years at Falke's Grove situated in the rear of the Lawrence Schroder
homestead on the present Delmar avenue.

Before St. Bernard became a city, both the mayor and marshal were paid fees
when a conviction followed an arrest, so naturally the officials were interested in the
payment of costs by the sinner. If the marshal found any cattle roaming at large
on the streets, he promptly rounded them up and the owner had to pay poundage,
which went to the marshal for his trouble. Many an old story accused these officials
of opening pastures so that animals could reach the street to be impounded for the
collection of poundage.
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Conclusion

In these preceeding pages have been outlined the birth and growth of our com
munity since Its incorporation 50 years ago, along with reminiscences of days and
customs long gone. To the younger generation many of those old customs may
seem odd, just as many things we do today may probably seem odd 50 years from
now. '

From a little hamlet, St. Bernard has grown to the proportions of a city with a
population of approxirnateiy 8000 people. The mud-hole streets have disappeared
and m their stead are the well-kept avenues of today; farms and dairies of 50 years
ago have become residential sections; cinder paths and plank walks have given way
to miles of cement pavements; the lakes in the northern section have been drained and
replaced with mammouth factories. St. Bernard has become the greatest soap center

ij , P^°^"cts of our various plants are sent to the far corners of theworld. 1 hese plants now give employment to thousands of our citizens as well as
residents of adjacent cities and villages.

From the old volunteer hre department has grown the present efficient hre fight
ing force and the old Washington pumper and the old hose reels have been replaced
with modern fire fighting apparatus. The marshals of old with their manifold du
ties have made way for the splendid police department of today. Stores and mer
chants have kept pace with the march of progress.

While our population might not be called wealthy, it is made up of sturdy
sons of toil, who by dint of saving, own their own homes and are the most precious
assets of any community.

St. Bernard has become a center of learning with a great number of public
and parochial schools. Our churches are modern and well attended. Our parks
and playgrounds are centers of wholesome pleasure and recreation. Within our
confines are two beautiful and well-kept cemeteries.

The old race track, where years ago many of the fastest horses of the time
furnished the "Sport of Kings" has gone and in its place there are railroad yards
with their labyrinth of tracks where countless trains are made up to transport food
and merchandise. Four large transportation systems carry both passengers and
freight through our city and In a short time another great system will also carry
passengers over its own tracks to the new depot in Cincinnati. Soon too, no doubt,
the grade crossings now a menace to travel will disappear.

That historic waterway, the Miami and Erie canal, the great transportation
system of the old days, has gone, soon to be replaced by the rapid transit. In a few
years other portions of the abandoned canal will probably become a super highway
from Toledo to Cincinnati, touching our city as one of its most important points be
fore reaching Cincinnati.

During these fifty years one village after another has given up its independence
to become part of a big city. St. Bernard has been one of those that has remained
aloof to enjoy greater progress and lower tax rates. The municipality has a wonder
ful asset in its water and light plant which is one of the greatest money-makers for
our citizens. Our streets are well-made and well-kept, our garbage is incinerated in
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the latest improved manner, our streets are well-sewered and every street has its ce
ment walks.

There is still work to be done. There are still sections to be opened for resi
dential and factory districts. There is still opportunity for business development on
our main thoroughfare. There is hope that in the near future a new city hall may
replace our present city building and that Main avenue may be widened and im
proved in order to become one of the most prominent highways to Cincinnati,

Our streets are well lighted, and no doubt boulevard lighting will soon replace
the present lighting system. No doubt, too, the time is not far distant when all
overhead wires will be placed underground, thereby greatly beautifying our streets.
Radio is coming into its own and sooner or later large sets installed in the parks may
bring the finest concerts for our citizens. Who knows but that television may also
bring movies to the parks and certainly there is probability of flying fields.

Indeed, many developments may have been recorded fifty years hence. But if
at the celebration of our centenial in 1978 we shall have remained a city free and
independent from the entanglements of larger cities, then we shall certainly be a great
city, perhaps not in numbers, but in that greatest asset of all—community spirit.
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