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N FAR off Switzerland in the mountainous chain of the Alps, two large
mountains rear their peaks majestically, one to a height of 11,006 feet and
the other 7,194 feet.

In the year 962, Bernard de Menthon, a Savoyard nobleman, animated
and inspired by pious zeal, built two hospitals on these great heights.

These establishments were committed to the care of the St. Augustine Monks, who
with almost unexampled devotion, exercised the most generous and kindly hos
pitality toward travelers, assisting them on their journeys over the snow-clad moun
tains, which were almost impassable.

These hospitals became known as Great and Little St. Bernard, so-called in
honor of the founder, Bernard de Menthon.

The site of our city overlooking from its eminence far-stretching territory
and the fertile Millcreek valley, reminded the pioneer founders of the lofty Alps
and the name of St. Bernard was accordingly chosen.

The name is certainly a most appropriate one, both on account of its eminence
and the hospitality of its citizens.
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Early History

Ludlow Grove

The first section of the present prosperous Gty of St. Bernard to be
settled was Ludlow Grove. This represents what is commonly known as lower
St. Bernard. It took its name from John Ludlow, who settled there in 1794.

Ludlow Grove was covered with giant trees forming a delightful grove, and
this beautiful spot for many years afforded a delightful picnic and holiday retreat
for the city folk. Later, a heavy windstorm leveled the beautiful trees and in 1869
this tract was subdivided by Benjamin Barton, H. E. Brewster and Chas. Folz.

John Ludlow, the founder of Ludlow Grove, was a half-brother of Israel
Ludlow who was appointed by Washington as a surveyor in the Northwestern
territory and who laid out the City of Cincinnati. Ludlow erected the first house here
as far as is known, building it near the intersection of what is now Ross and Main
avenues. The old homestead is still standing. For years he operated a grist mill
at this place.

Bloody Run

In the year of the founding of Ludlow Grove there occurred a bloody
Indian massacre, which resulted in the naming of the stream that forms the
northern boundry of our city, Bloody Run. Captain Jacob White and Thomas
Goudy, who were located in Cincinnati, in company with Mr. Ludlow and two
ladies, Abby Cochran and Sarah Freeman, were on their way with a company of
settlers to White's station, the present site of Carthage.

When within a mile of the stream, the crack of firearms was heard and it
was at once surmised that Indian raiders were near. While other members of the
party escorted the ladies to safety, Captain White stood his ground and awaited
developments. In a few moments two horsemen came riding toward him at break
neck speed. They were government packhorsemen and were of a party of four who
had stopped at the creek to water their tired horses. The party of Indians had fired
at them from ambush.

Captain White and two soldiers, one of whom was slightly wounded,
returned to Ludlow Grove and after securing aid, started on the trail of the redskins.
They were unsuccessful, but they found the two packhorsemen who had fallen
victims to the surprise attack. One was dead and he was buried where he had
fallen. The other was taken to the home of Abner Boston, in what is now Cum-
minsville, where he died a few days later. Since that time the creek has been known
as Bloodv Run creek.

In 1857 Solomon Burkholter built a bridge over the creek and the bones
of the unfortunate soldier who had been killed 63 years before were dug up.
The were reinterred beneath the abutment of the bridge. Since then this bridge has
made way for modern street construction.
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Hamlet of St. Bernard

No history of St. Bernard would be complete without a word of appreciation
for the sturdy men and women of our earlier days. Of these, probably the best
known and most active was John Bernard Schroder.

Mr. Schroder was born in Germany in the year 1808. In the early days of
his youth he immigrated to the United States and came to Cincinnati. He was
an experienced locksmith by trade and soon established himself in this business in
a small way. Trade became brisk, the business prospered and in 1834 he opened
an establishment at Third and Walnut streets in Cincinnati. Mr. Schroder was
the inventor of many new locks, now used extensively in the larger jails of the
country. He also furnished locks and keys for the schools and larger buildings
of the city. It was from this business that grew the J. B. Schroder Lock company,
one of the largest factories of its kind in the country.

After settling in Cincinnati, Mr. Schroder married
Miss Catherine Horstman, who jljad been born in
Germany in 1816. They both worked incessantly,
the wife being of special help in her husband's various
enterprises. With his lock business booming, Mr.
Schroder turned to real estate, to still further enhance
his fortune, and invested in property in Clifton. He
lived there until about 1845 when he sold his Clifton
property to Thos. Sherlock, who built a palatial
home there. With Joseph Kleine, Mr. Schroder next
acquired the property now known as the Kleine and
Schroder subdivision in St. Bernard. Mr. Kleine,
however, did not long remain a partner, his interests
being taken over by Mr. Schroder.

MRS. CATH. SCHRODER
Wife of J. B. Schroder

At that time the cemetery association had purchased the property of Mathias
Schulhof for cemetery purposes and in 1849, St. John's cemetery was opened. Just
across the street from the cemetery stood a one story building where an old English
doctor lived. The good old dotcor, so the story goes, became so alarmed when the
site opposite was sold for cemetery purposes that he forthwith offered his house for
sale. Mr. Schroder bought it for his own home, remodeling it and adding a second
story. This was known for many years as the old Schroder homestead and has only
in recent years been torn down to make way for new improvements. The old doctor
is said to have been in such a hurry to get away from the ghosts and "spooks" of the
cemetery that he left a cow grazing about the place for the new owner.

Seven children were born to the happy couple. They were Lawrence, later one
of the incorporators of the village; Richard, one of the best-known locksmiths of the
day whose children still reside at his old homestead on Church street; Mrs. Philomena
Knapp, nee Schroder; Bertus Schroder; Leo Schroder, who is the only one of the
original Schroders living and who is enjoying his ripe old age in California, Mrs.
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THE OLD SCHRODER HOMESTEAD

Mary Knapke, nee Schroder, who was born in the old homestead, baptized there
when it was used as a church and who died there, and John Schroder whose grand
children with their mother still reside near the site of the old homestead.

Mr. Schroder and his wife Catherine were devout Catholics and wanted a church
established in their neighborhood. They donated to the Franciscan Fathers a plot of
ground for a church together with a gift of Eight Hundred Dollars, a munificent
sum in those days and in their home services were held until the church could be
built. At that time there were about ten Catholic families in the hamlet and all
attended the services in the Schroder home. Later, the St. Clement church was the
place of worship for the faithful of the entire valley for years, many coming from as
far as Reading to attend services.

Mr. Schroder, however, was not destined to see the fulfilment of his early
dreams, for he passed to his eternal reward in 1853 at the age of 45. His wife,
survived him for 28 years and during that time she not only took care of her child
ren, the oldest of whom was about 17 at the time of the father's death, but also
managed the factory and the many other large interests left her. Later, the factory
was turned into a stock company, forming the J. B. Schroder Lock company. She
was destined to see the fulfillment of the dreams of years past and was among those
present when the village of St. Bernard was incorporated in 1878. She died in 1881.
All of the children, except Leo, have gone to their last reward and all are resting in
St. John's cemetery, not far from their old home.
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When J. B. Schroder bought the property in St. Bernard, the Catholic ceme
tery association had just purchased the property, now known as St. John's cemetery,
for burial purposes. The new burial grounds were opened in 1849 and the first
burial took place in that year. Previously, Mathias Schulhof had a truck garden
farm there and when the property was sold to the association he opened a grocery
and feed store at the present corner of Church street and the pike. He conducted
this store until his death after which time his son, William, who later became mayor
of the village, continued the business. A daughter, Elizabeth, married Richard
Schroder. The descendants of Mr. Schulhof are still residing here.

Mr. Mackzum, father of R. A. Mack-
zum, was another pioneer of St. Bernard.
His family came here in the year 1850,
and the elder Mackzum opened a tavern
on the pike below Church street, next
to Finke's shoe shop. His son, Rudolph
A. Mackzum, came with his parents at
the age of nine and resided here until
his death some few years ago. In his
youth he started to learn harness making,
but had not served his apprenticeship,
when the first call was made for volun
teers in the Civil war. Loyal to the union,
he enlisted in the Sixth O. V. I., and
during three years and three months
served with his regiment in many battles.

R. A. MACKZUM

Another resident of that day was Henry Bruegge, who be
came the first sexton of St. John's cemetery. His son, Anthony
Bruegge, is still residing in St. Bernard on Leo street, and is
believed to be the oldest living person who was born here and who
resided here all his life. In his youth Anthony Bruegge was a
painter by trade. For a while he worked for the village, spread
ing gravel on the street. Later he was a member of the police
department and still later was employed by the Procter & Gamble
company. Recently "Tony" as he is familiarly known, was placed
on pension by that firm. He is still in good health.

Other pioneers included members of the Brockman, Weber, Zimmerman, Rolf,
Boehmer and Heinecke families. The latter conducted the first barber shop in this
vicinity. Later came many others including the Friedhoff, Bambeck, Eckert, Meyer,
Witte, Link, Blankemeyer, Voss, Niebling, Kruthaupt, Rapp, Worpenberg, Kemper,
Kaelin, Kessler, Kenney, Lanigan, Kase, Gajus, Tausch, Kaufman, Krehe, Broer-
man, Daley, Finsterwald, Finke, Sanning, Attermeyer, Steingrube, Dickhaus, Brox-
terman. Hare, Hufman, Boehm and many other families.

These sturdy pioneers of the early fifties and later years builded well. They
overcame many obstacles in their paths and today St. Bernard is the fruition of their
early labors. All honor to those sturdy veterans!

ANTHONY

BRUEGGE
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Village of St. Bernard

H. L. KATENKAMP

First Mayor of St. Bernard

Up to the year 1878, no attempt had been
made to bring about a union of these two
hamlets of Ludlow Grove and St. Bernard.

In that year, however, the active men of both

hamlets decided it best to join together and
form a village government. They accordingly
engaged attorney Isaac J. Miller to act in the
matter of incorporation, and on the eighth
day of March, 1878, St. Bernard was incor

porated as a village with its limits extending
from Mitchell avenue to Bloody Run and
from Spring Grove avenue to the canal and
a line to Mitchell avenue. And when the

good news was heralded throughout the in
fant village there was great cheering and re
joicing.

Without delay the machinery of the newly-made village was set in motion,
and at the election held in April, one month after its incorporation, the first village
election was held. The following were the first officials elected: Mayor, H. L.
Katenkamp; Clerk, Joseph B. Brinkers; Treasurer, Andrew Duebel and Marshal,
William Bode.

The first board of council was composed of Lawrence Schroder, Frank
Broxterman, Andrew Attemeyer, Henry Boehmer, Henry Huffman and Frank
Kaufman.

This honorable body went into executive
session for the first time in a back room

of St. Clement's school house on the eve

ning of April 6, 1878. The second meet
ing of this board was held April 17, when
the rules and regulations governing the
activities of council were adopted.

Village Mayors

Owing to the pressure of private busi
ness Mayor Katenkamp was unable to
continue in office, and on August 20, 1878,
he tendered his resignation and J. W. Rott

J. W. ROTT
Second Mayor of St. Bernard
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ROBERT KEMPER

Third Mayor of St. Bernard

DAVID LAUXTERMAN
Fourth Mayor of St. Bernard

WM. SCHULHOF

Fifth Mayor of St. Bernard
JOSEPH SCHWEGMAN

Sixth Mayor of St. Bernard

\

HENRY IMWALLE

Seventh Mayor of St. Bernard
PHILIP DOBERT

Eighth Mayor of St. Bernard
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was appointed to fill the unexpired term. At the next election, in April, 1879, Robert
Kemper was elected mayor and he served until 1886, when David Lauxterman was
elected for one term.

In 1888 Wm. Schulhof was chosen chief executive, and it was during his
term of office that the water works and electric light plant was built. He served un
til 1898, when he was succeeded by Joseph Schwegman, during whose term the
first sewers of the city were built.

It was also during his term that the election laws were changed. Previously
village elections were held every two years, in April. This was changed so that these
elections took place in November, and the successful candidates assumed office on
January first.

Mr. Schwegman served as mayor to January first, 1906, when Henry Imwaile
became the head of the village. He was followed in 1910 by Philip Dobert, who,
however, served but three months of his term when he died in April 1910. Peter
Young, who had been president of council became mayor.

Clerks

A very important office in the village was that of village clerk. He was the
clerk of council, and in addition issued vouchers for the payment of all bills. He
was the bookkeeper of the village.

The first to hold this important office was Joseph Brinkers, who handled the
books of the village for two years. He was succeeded in 1880 by A. H. Thaman,
who served four consecutive terms until 1888, when John Overman was elected,
remaining in office until 1898. George Meyer was next elected. In 1906 he was
succeeded by George Schroder, who held this office until 1912, when the village
became a city.

Village Treasurers

In the olden days of villagehood, the people were evidently satisfied to leave
their money in the hands of good men once they elected them to office, and so during
the time as a village but three served in this very important office. Andrew Duebel
was the first dispenser of the village exchequer and served in that capacity for thirteen
years from 1878 to 1891, when he was compelled to resign on account of ill health.
Frank Broxterman was the next treasurer serving from 1891 to 1898. Frank Krehe
succeeded him and served as village treasurer to 1912.

Village Solicitors

During the time of villagehood the solicitors were appointed by council.
Attorney Isaac J. Miller had been employed to act in the matter of incorporation
and thus was in reality the first solicitor of the new village. The first appointed
to this office by council was Louis Irwin, of Avondale, and he was followed by
A. C. Kaylor, better known as "Squire." Others who have held this important
position were Frank M. Gorman, later judge, and Samuel B. Hammel
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City Mayors
When the government census was taken

in 1910 it was found that 5002 people
were residing in St. Bernard, or exactly
two over the amount required by the
Ohio laws to make it a city. Many changes
in the governmental machinery were neces
sary, but these changes could not be made
until the election held in 1911. Conse

quently it was not until January 1, 1912,
that the village of St. Bernard officially
threw off its swaddling clothes and came
to man's estate, becoming the city of St.
Bernard, the first city in Millcreek val
ley and the third city in Hamilton county.

Peter W. Young was re-elected an in
1912 became the first mayor of the City
of St. Bernard. It was during Mr.

Young's term that a paid fire department
was installed.

In 1914 Henry Nailor, who years pre
viously, had been marshal of the village,
became its chief executive. During his
term of office the first permanent streets of
the city were laid and this policy of good
streets was continued with each succeeding
administration. In 1918 Mr. Nailor was

PETER W. YOUNG
First City Mayor of St. Bernard

HENRY J. NAILOR
Second City Mayor of St. Bernard

B. H. WESS

Third City Mayor of St. Bernard
CHAS. H. SCHWEGMAN

Fourth City Mayor of Sc. Bernard
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succeeded by B. H. Wess, during whose term the new fire department headquarters
were built and new equipment installed.

In 1922 Charles Schwegman became mayor. He was a son of former Mayor
Joseph Schwegman. He served with distinction for four years and was mainly
responsible for the rebuilding of the electric light plant. In 1926, he was succeeded
by the present incumbent, George C. Boehm. Many important improvements have
been made thus far during the latter's term of office.

Auditors

The first to be elected as city auditor in 1912, when the machinery of the city
was set into motion, was George Schroder. He continued in this office until 1916,
when William Taylor became auditor. In 1918 Mr. Schroder again was reelected
to this office. In 1920 Charles VoIIer was elected, but he resigned during his term
of office and Frank J. Schwab was appointed in his place. In 1922 John Meyer
was elected as auditor, but he resigned to become treasurer on the death of Frank

Krehe and Joseph Borntraeger was appointed to fill the vacancy. In 1924 Frank
J. Schwab was again elected to that office, which he held until 1928, when A G.

Kemme, the present incumbent, became city auditor.

City Treasurers

Frank Krehe also served as the first city treasurer and continued in this office

until the time of his death in 1923, when John Meyer was appointed to fill the unex-

pired term. From 1924 to 1928 Frank J. Schmidlin served in this capacity. Chas.

Degenhart is the present city treasurer.

City Solicitors

When the village awoke to find itself a city, it became necessary to elect

a solicitor, and the first to serve in this capacity was Chas. A. Heilker. He was

succeeded by John R. Quane, Miss Lorain E. Cain, the first woman solicitor in Ohio,

and the present incumbent, Cal Shook.
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Safety Department

When still a village, the management of the police and fire departments was

mainly in the hands of the mayor and council, but when St. Bernard became a
city in 1912, it had to conform to the state laws and the management of these two
departments was placed in the hands of the safety director.

The first to serve in this capacity was A. G. Kemme. He was succeeded by
Thomas Peters, under whose management the first patrol wagon and police call
system were placed in service. He was followed in turn by A. Broxterman, Joseph
Kuhl, Joseph Schottelkotte, A. G. Kemme and Frank J. Schwab, who is safety
director at the present time.

Many new improvements have been made during the terms of these men that
have enabled both departments to be better equipped and to become more generally
useful to the citizens. During this year the old call system is being renovated, new
police Fords have been obtained and a new Buick, 1929 model police patrol and
ambulance, has been contracted for.

ST. BERNARD'S NEW PATROL AND AMBULANCE MACHINE
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Police Department

With the incorporation of the village of St. Bernard in 1878, it became
necessary to establish a police department and to elect a marshal. The first so
elected was William Bode.

Of course, at that time there were not many streets to patrol and no street
cars to contend with. Still there were speed laws even though the automobile was not
thought of. Then many a speedster with a fiery horse was hailed to the mayor's
court by the ever-vigilant marshal for "fast driving," and if he could not pay his
fine was sent to the village "hoosegow."

The first "lock-up" was located at the volunteer fire department which
was located on Carthage pike near Lawrence street on the site now occupied by
Mersch s wall paper store. It was a one-story wooden structure, where the volunteers
met and the mayor held court. Later a new jail was built at the new town hall
where it is still located.

Bill Stevenson was the next marshal of the village and he in turn was suc
ceeded by Henry Worpenberg. At that time he was the sole guardian of the
peace, being on duty both day and night.

The next to be elected to this position was Edward Case, who served until
1898. During his tenure of office an assistant day marshal was appointed and two
men for duty at night. It was during this term, too, that the bicycle came into
general use, and an ordinance was passed prohibiting bicycle riding on sidewalks.
The heavy marshal," for he tipped the scales at approximately 268 pounds, and his
aides were wont to lay in wait for their victims as they came riding along the so-
called sidewalks (they were in reality cinder paths) along Spring Grove avenue,
and many a luckless victim had to pay for this transgression or leave his bike and
hike to town for money to pay the fine.

Henry Nailor succeeded Case in 1898 and much attention was given to the
vagrants and hoboes who used to hop off the trains in the lower end of town, much
to the annoyance of the housewives in that section. They did not get very far,
however, with Nailor on the job. These "boes" gave St. Bernard a wide berth.
As a warning to his fellow wanderers, one knight of the road painted a sign on the
railroad bridge which read: "Beware of the red-headed marshal." He served until
1908, when Charles Ahrens, better known as "Dinnie," succeeded him until 1912.

Chiefs of Police

When the erstwhile village became a city in 1912, the office of marshal was
abolished by law and the chief of police became the head of the police department.
The first chief so appointed was Charles A. Burkhardt, who previous to that time
had been night lieutenant. The department was reorganized and two shifts installed,
each in charge of a sergeant. During this time the new call box system was installed
and a police emergency provided. Chief Burkhardt served until January 1914,
when Michael Conneighton, who had been sergeant, became the chief of the
department. During his term the eight hour system was introduced and three shifts
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POLICE DEPARTMENT OF 1912, CHIEF CHAS. BURKHARDT

established, each in charge of a sergeant. The department was placed under civil
service at this time.

When Charles Schwegman was elected mayor in 1922, Chief Conneighton
resigned and Chas. Lohmann, who had been a member of the department since
1910 and a sergeant since 1912, became chief of the department. He is still serving
in that capacity. During this term two Fords were added to the equipment of the
department and all patrolling has been done in machines, thereby enabling the police
to patrol the city better and oftener. A new motorcycle has been purchased for

••-2 —

POLICE DEPARTMENT OF 1916, CHIEF M. CONNEIGHTON

Page Thirteen



C
H
I
E
F
 L
O
H
M
A
N
N
 
A
T
 
H
I
S
 D
E
S
K

traffic duty. Due to the efforts of Chief Lohmann, the department organized
a Pension fund for its members. 

The organization of the Police and Firemen's
Benevolent association, providing sick and death benefits for the members of both
police and fire departments was also successfully effected.

Following is the personnel of the police department today: Chief, Charles J.
Lohmann; Sergeants, M. Conneighton, J, Donnelly and William Murphy; Patrol
men: F. Neteler, H

.
 Meyer, H

.
 Telintelo, F. Bartley, A. Kuderer and H

.
 Gill.

Traffic officer, F. Metz. Sub Patrolman, C
 King.
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Many new improvements have been made during the past year. A new
Buick, 1929 model for patrol and ambulance service, and two new Ford roadsters
have been added and the old call system has been rebuilt. This equipment, with
Harley Davidson motorcycle, makes the department well-equipped for any emer
gency that may arise. The men work on three eight-hour shifts and are allowed
a vacation of fifteen days each year.

PART OF POLICE EQUIPMENT
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Fire Department

Even before the incorporation of St. Bernarci as a village, fire protection was
sought, and the villagers formed a volunteer fire department. The old Washington
No. 1 pumper, which had been discarded by the City of Cincinnati when a paid
fire department was installed, was purchased. It is still a prized relic of our city.

The pumper took twenty men to operate. At the scene of the fire, eight men
worked at the handle bars on each side of the pumper drawing water to the hose
line which was manned by the others. It threw a fairly large stream when once
started.

tt'-

VOLUNTEERS WITH WASHINGTON PUMPER No. 1

The old volunteers were a splendid and loyal group of men and the real
backbone of the new village. These volunteers organized the first brigade even be
fore the birth of the village, bought the property where the old Washington pumper
was stored and also purchased the pumper before the incorporation.

They held meetings regularly at the old fire station, which was later purchased
from them by the village, and at these meetings vividly related their adventures as
firemen. Momentous questions of the day, both national and local, were there de
bated with great enthusiasm. Many humorous tales are also told about these
meetings. It is said that once a member made a motion to have the ladders "painted
red to make them stronger".

Nor did they fail to heed the call of assistance when it came from their neigh
bors. They fought fires not only in St. Bernard, but also in Avondale, Clifton and
Winton Place and on one occasion rendered great assistance when fire broke out
in the St. Aloysius orphanage in Bond Hill.
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There being no water mains at that time from which to draw the water,
cisterns were built at street intersections. To fill these cisterns it was necessary for
the village wagon carrying a barrel to drain water from the canal and haul it
to the cisterns. This draining of the canal was done by means of a long pipe
from the canal in the rear of Krehe's coal yard. Of course, after a fire the cisterns
were hastily refilled.

When the water works was completed in 1895, the use of the Washington
No. 1 pumper was abandoned and plug pressure used. Three hose reels were
purchased along with a ladder truck. Three volunteer hose companies and a
hook and ladder company were organized, known as Hose Company No. I, with
headquarters at the town hall, which was also the meeting place of the Hook and
Ladder company; Hose company No. 2, with headquarters at the water tower
hose house and Company No. 3, which used the water works as its headquarters.
A fire alarm system had been installed even before the building of the water works.
With the alarm of fire the volunteers hurried to their headquarters and pulled
their reels to the fire. If there was a wagon handy or a street car coming along the
reel was attached for greater speed.

Company No. 2 was well-equipped in this respect, as H. A. Nurre, who
was an active member of that company, had his team ready at all times to pull
the apparatus to the fire. Each hose company consisted of 15 men and the hook
and ladder company of 10 men. There was keenest rivalry at all times, each
company trying to get water on the blaze first.

Cc

HOSE HOUSE No. 2 ON FRANKLIN AVENUE
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FIRE EQUIPMENT AND MEN OF 1910

In the early days of the volunteers, the president of the company was the
chief, and these were quite numerous during that time as this honor frequently was
passed around. After the building of the water works, however, it was necessary to
have a chief. Among those who served in this capacity were: Thomas Brannon, Ben
Wolf, Charles Burkhardt and John Walterman.

In 1910 it was decided to install a paid hre department, and a combination hose
and chemical wagon was purchased along with two horses. A company of three
men was organized, and George Frede named as first fire chief. The company

FIRST PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ON "RUN"

was housed at the town hall in the new addition, built the year previously. In the
year 1916 the motorization of the department began and the first motor driven
Ahrens Fox pumper was installed. In 1919 a second pumper was added to the
equipment.

In 1921 the department moved to its handsome new headquarters at Main
avenue and Clay streets, where a modern up-to-date fire house had been built. In
this same year a new ladder truck, purchased from the Ahrens-Fox company was in
stalled. In 1925 the fire alarm system was renovated and new boxes installed.

FIRE DEPARTMENT OF 1910, CHIEF FREDE
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NEW FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS

George Frede resigned as fire chief January 1, 1922, and Harry Kaese was
appointed as his successor. Kaese resigned in December, 1925, and was succeeded
by Robert Heitlage, the present chief of the department. The department is now
fully equipped and capable of taking care of any emergency. There are 18 men
on the department's role in addition to the chief, and they work on two shifts,
on duty 24 hours and off 24 hours. The men are under civil service, and have
a pension fund and are members of the Police and Firemen's Benevolent association.
The personnel of the department is as follows: Chief, Robert Heitlage; Captains,

FIRE DEPARTMENT OF 1928, CHIEF HEITLAGE
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